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District 22 Etobicoke and the City Of York

President’s Message
We are certainly living in unprecedented times and during this Covid-19 
pandemic, I truly hope that members are practising all the measures that 
have been recommended to keep people safe and healthy. I know that 
limiting our social contacts, employing physical distancing and wearing 
masks as safety measures can be challenging, tiresome and annoying but I 
hope that members of District 22 persevere. 

I believe that most of you are aware that due to the risks associate with 
Covid-19, all the activities organized by District 22 that required people 
gathering, whether in large or even smaller numbers, had to be cancelled. 
Events organized by the RTOERO office suffered the same fate. We had 

to cancel our Annual General Meeting and Spring Luncheon and as a result have had to delay 
conducting most important District 22 business. We have been directed by the RTOERO office to 
cancel all district events requiring any social interaction until the end of the year. This means that we 
will not have our “To Hell With The Bell” Luncheon, the New Members Welcome Breakfast and the 
Fall Luncheon as well as all the other smaller events organized by various members of the executive 
and others. Your executive has been meeting via Tele-conference or by a Zoom conference to 
conduct the business of District 22 as best we can. The RTOERO office has provided each district 
with its own ZOOM conferencing account which will enable us to communicate better virtually with 
members once it is determined how to use it in the most effective way. 
As was briefly alluded to above, the RTOERO office also had to make some drastic changes to its 
normal operations. The most significant and critical one being the cancellation of the Annual Meeting 
and Forum which was to have been held at the end of May. So important business had to be 
delayed. The election of three members to the Board of Directors did not take place. To make up for 
this, a virtual on-line Annual Meeting will be held on October 20 and voting for the three Directors’ 
positions will be done electronically by the Corporate members. Your Corporate members are Anne 
McIlroy and me, with Marilyn Jones and Janet Thacker as observers. The Forum session will be run 
as a Webinar which will allow not just presentations and discussion by the host (presumably Martha 
Foster) but Corporate members will be able to pose questions for responses. It will be a learning 
experience for us all and perhaps the learning from this may allow us to do something similar in 
order to conduct District 22 business. All of the districts Presidents have been meeting monthly 
with Board Chair Martha Foster, the other Directors, CEO Jim Grieve and other staff first by tele-
conference and then by Zoom conferencing. This has been most successful and effective.
In a previous eblast to members, I recounted District 22 executive committee’s response to some 
members asking  what the District was doing to help those who might be in need. Thank you to 
those who asked and prodded your executive into action. As a result of a motion, funds were 
provided to the Daily Bread Food Bank and some members also responded to add to this amount. 
The need for many to access food has not gone away but as a result of Covid-19 has become 
much, much worse. In “Hunger Lives Here: Risks and Challenges faced by Food Bank Clients during 
Covid-19”, a report by the Daily Bread Food Bank documents the many heartbreaking daily realities 
faced by many families.
Some of the observations in the report are:
• People in marginalized communities are struggling to meet their most basic needs.
• The rate of new clients accessing food banks has tripled.
• The severity of food insecurity has deepened.
• About 1 in 4 survey respondents reported not eating for an entire day because they did not have 
  enough money for food.
• In order to cope with food insecurity, individuals or households miss meals, reduce food intake, 
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and/or at the extreme go days without food.
• Increasing severity of food insecurity is evident among children … before the pandemic, nearly 1 in
  4 children went hungry, that has increased to 1 in 3 children.
• The loss of school nutritional programs may have compounded the issue for those with children. 
Adults and older kids need to sacrifice so that younger ones can eat.
Members of District 22 have done their bit to help. However, if some feel that they are in a position to 
help again the link to contribute is:
http://support.dailybread.ca/goto/district22rtoeto
The executive also agreed to send a donation to the Toronto General &Western Hospital 
Foundation in support of Covid-19 research. This was done in response to a challenge from 
District 24 to support this work of the Foundation. Rose Ramundi, our Treasurer, has received 
a note of appreciation for District 22’s donation from the Foundation. A donation was made to 
Arts Etobicoke to support its Community Art Package Delivery Program. This program provided 
over 100 art packages to families in the high-density housing in the Mabelle/Cordova area, an 
additional 100 went out to families in the Kingsview-Westway Village Neighbourhood Improvement 
area and deliveries were made into Rexdale to ensure that community members in this area had 
access to arts and culture activities. Lakeshore Arts was given support for its Outside-The-Box 
at home Summer Day Camp. This program provided the youth of the Lakeshore area a chance to 
express themselves artistically, to observe and celebrate their community and hopefully to have an 
opportunity to feel a sense of normalcy through these unprecedented times.
One of the agenda items at our Annual General Meeting would have been to recognize those 
members of District 22 who have died over the course of the past year since our last meeting. It 
had been past practice to have on display an IN MEMORIAM placard listing these names and for 
the names to be read out from the podium. Obviously, we were not able to do this. This recognition 
will however be done at an appropriate time in the future. Last fall, the executive decided  that, in 
addition to our usual practices, a donation would be made to the RTO Foundation in memory of 
these deceased members. That donation was sent to the Foundation with a request that the money 
be assigned to a social isolation project. The receipt of this donation has been acknowledged with a 
Thank You note from Joanne Murphy, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Foundation.
The activities that your executive have been undertaking on your behalf have been our attempt to 
respond to the impact and consequences that the Covid-19 pandemic has had on our communities. 
Martha Foster, Chair of the Board of Directors of RTOERO, has written to all the relevant levels 
of government about a number of issues which affected members and seniors that arose out of 
the measures taken and not taken as the pandemic impacted communities. These letters can be 
found on the RTOERO website and have been cited in the Chair’s Newsletters to members. One of 
the major issues involved the disastrous and horrific impact that Covid-19 had on Long-term Care 
Residences. Raymond Cho, Minister for Seniors and Accessibility, has responded. The four Toronto 
Districts (16, 23, 24 and 22) under the leadership of Paula Chambers wrote an email about the issues 
affecting long-term care residences and addressed it to all of the respective Toronto Councillors and 
MPPs. Paula received automated responses and a few responses from office assistants but only one 
directly from an MPP. My email as president of District 22 was on the one that Paula sent but I have 
had no responses of any kind. I hope that this lack of response does not reflect an attitude that this 
issue is of little importance for our civic and provincial representatives.
If there are any questions about any of the information in this message, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.
As I write this message many of the restrictions that were imposed on us have gradually been 
loosened or removed but Covid-19 has not disappeared. 
Stay Vigilant, be strong, continue employing safe practices, and be well!

Karl Sprogis President, District 22 (Etobicoke and York)
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  Calendar of Events
September
15 District 22 Executive meeting
 - virtual using Zoom
16 Project - Service to Others Committee 
 - RTOERO office – virtual – 1 to 4 p.m.
17 Marketing and Communications Committee
 – RTOERO office -virtual – 10 to 11:30 a.m.
21 Political Advocacy Workshop Webinar 
 - 1 to 3:00 p.m.
22 Political Advocacy Committee 
 – RTOERO office – virtual – 1 to 3:00 p.m.

October
1 Vibrant Voices Queen’s Park Virtual Event
5 DHR Webinar – 1 to 3:00 p.m.
6 District 22 Executive meeting 
 – virtual using Zoom
7 Benefits Committee – RTOERO office 
 – virtual – 1 to 3:00
15 Corporate Members Training 
 – virtual – 1 to 3:00 p.m.
20 RTOERO Annual Meeting 
 – virtual - 1 to 3:00 p.m.
27 RTOERO Forum – virtual – 1 to 3:00 p.m.

November
3 District 22 Executive meeting 
 – virtual using Zoom
25 Toronto Districts meeting – virtual

January (2021)
6 District 22 Executive meeting
 – virtual using Zoom
27 Toronto Districts meeting - virtual

District 22 Executive - 2019 - 2020
Past President/Governance
Claudia Mang   416-626-0798
President
Karl Sprogis   416-500-4839
1st Vice President  
Anne McIlroy   416-237-0115
2nd Vice President  
Marilyn Jones   416-237-0251
Treasurer  
Rose Ramundi   416-656-8827
Secretary  
Mary Jean Ricci   647-405-8202
Awards  
Sharon Kular   416-241-7278
Communications/Member Services
Joel Nasimok   416-398-0733
Foundation Liaison 
Janet Thacker   905-503-1484
Goodwill
Maryanne Chard  416-626-1353
Benefits
Anne McIlroy   416-237-0115

Members at large
Paul Woloszanskyj 647-403-4760
Linda Rodegard  416-533-5308
Janet Thacker  905-503-1484 
Membership/Recruitment
Yadav Bhatia  416-259-7030
Membership/Telephone
Lynn Farquharson 905-891-9838
Newsletter/Editor
William McIlroy  416-237-0115
Political Advocacy
Janis McCaskill  905-857-1187        
Recreation
Sheila Tait  416-767-2406
Social 
Judy Paton  416-769-1373
Travel
Pamela Guy  416-245-5201
Web Master/Photographer
Art Witham  416-242-3207
http://district22.rto-ero.org
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Travel 2020 Trip Update

January (2021)
6 District 22 Executive meeting
 – virtual using Zoom
27 Toronto Districts meeting - virtual

Sad news – it is probably not too much of a surprise that we will not be able to offer any of our 
trips this Fall. The harbour cruise has been cancelled and the theatres have decided to close 
down for the rest of the season. It  is unfortunate in that we have all been looking forward  to the
trips and also the chance of being together with friends again.   I know a number of you have 
expressed concern  about travelling in face of the uncertainty and possible safety covid 19 
presents. We can only hope that  the situation improves in the New Year and we can look 
forward to getting together again in the spring.  Your cheques will of course be destroyed.
Meanwhile keep safe and well,  and hopefully find enough pleasant activities so that you can
relax and enjoy the rest of the year.  All best wishes from Irwin and myself – and have a good 
Christmas.
Pamela Guy - Travel

   Governance & Nomination
 Governance and Nomination Repor,t Districts are not 

required to hold an annual meeting. Current executives 
continue to serve in their roles until an election can be 
held. For any vacancies, an appointment can be made, 
through a motion passed at the executive meeting, 
until the election can be held. In the case of District 22, 
our Membership Chair, Adele Pick has retired from the 
executive. Adele served in this position for twenty years. 
We thank Adele for her long and dedicated service 
to District 22 and wish her well. The executive has 
appointed Yadav Bhatia as the new Membership Chair. 
Yadav has been serving on the executive as a member-
at-large for the past two years. We welcome him into his 
new role and wish him all the best. Districts wishing to 
hold an annual meeting in fall 2020 may use the Zoom 
account that each district has for this meeting. More 
resources and guidance will be provided to support 
districts in planning for a virtual annual meeting if they so 
wish. District 22 has not made a decision as yet. Further 
information about the D22 Annual Meeting will be made 
known to our members when it is available. At that 
time, a full Nomination report will be presented. Please 
‘stay tuned’. In the 2020 Spring Newsletter, all members 
received a copy of the new Governance Document. 
There were some glitches in the printing, but the wording 
of the document is accurate. This document will be 
brought forward to the Annual Meeting, whenever that 
may occur, for approval by our members. Until that time 
we are still under the guidance of the current District 
Constitution. 

    Respectfully, Claudia Mang, Chair Governance 

With deep regrets we report the
 passing of these members

Victor D’Attolico

Violet Fern Bedell

Frederick Black

W. Bruce Davis

Beverly Durant

Frederick Everett

Gayle Humber

Vincent Massey

Boris Melnyk

Olga Mossop

Johanna Murray

Gloria Myles

Marian Nicholson

Dorothy Pearson

Bruce Stewart

Marija Vukic

William Wilson

John Woodard

Murray Young

Joanne Zapletal
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   From the Editor
 I don’t usually comment, but I was reading a Cayman Marshal Real Estate magazine at the 

Muskoka Wharf and the article by Todd Adair (President of Cayman MarshalII International 
Realty Inc. Brokerage) really struck my fancy. CoronaVirus – How Does It Affect Muskoka. 

 The article is reprinted with permission. Then, I wondered if your executive would like to let you 
(our members) know how they are coping with  Covid. The following articles from your executive 
are from the heart. 

 If any readers would like to compose an article about how they are coping with the Corona Virus 
please send me an email at district22newsletter@gmail.com.

 CoronaVirus – How Does It Affect Muskoka
 The coronavirus scare is real, and it’s hard to find reasons to stay positive with all the bad news 

we’ve been hearing lately. The recent stock market bath brought an end to the longest bull 
market in history, and sent us into a bear market that looks to be with us for a while to come. 
Meanwhile cases, and the number of deaths, have mounted as the virus has raced throughout 
the world. What seemed the stuff of science fiction not so long ago has now become everyday 
life.

 In the face of an existential threat like this, many of us are naturally drawn to step back and 
consider what’s most important in life: family, safety and security, our health and the health of 
the people we love. It’s an ongoing challenge to remain positive when the news is full of horrors 
day after day. But it’s important to look for reasons for optimism,

 and when I look around I see them every day. 

 The first is the unflinching heroism of our health care workers all over the country. Despite 
obstacles that range from a shortage of essential protective equipment to the real danger 
of being constantly exposed to the virus, they are stepping up to save lives and meet the 
challenge. The same is true of first responders, police, fire and EMS services. I am sure I speak 
for all Canadians when I say thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

We Muskokans
have the luxury of space, fresh air and a relatively sparse population
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 Another thing is I am noticing that, for the most part, Canadians are taking seriously the call 
to follow government safety guidelines such as social distancing. We’re washing our hands 
frequently, staying home as much as possible, and substituting FaceTime for face-to-face 
socializing. Statistics are starting to show that these small adjustments in our daily lives are 
making a measurable difference.

 One indicator we’ve seen here at our business has me hopeful that the economic shock, at 
least, may be driven more by panic than by underlying weaknesses. In the 2008 recession, real 
estate sales basically came to a complete halt. But that has been very far from the case recently 
– sales in our region have continued to be as healthy as ever, with sales leads up by as much 
as 40%. With international travel at an all-time low, Ontarians are looking to spend vacation 
time in our own backyard, which will have positive economic implications that will extend long 
after the crisis is over. That strikes me as one way to make lemonade out of this lemon we’re all 
living through. If you and your family are able to leave the city while you adhere to stay-at-home 
orders, why not open the cottage early and head up to Muskoka for some precious family time? 
It might help in turning this frightening situation into a great opportunity to reconnect with each 
other and reflect on what really matters in your life. 

      We Muskokans have the luxury of space, fresh air, and a relatively sparse population (especially 
      compared to larger urban centres, which are vulnerable to the possible spread of the virus). On 
      the streets of town, I’ve started to run into friends and clients whom I almost never see outside 
      of the summer months, who have come up here to ride out the crisis.
 
 We welcome our summer residents at any time of year, even now. But there are a few things 

we’d like to ask you. First, please continue to observe the same social distancing guidelines 
you’ve been following at home. That means staying two metres (or the length of one 
hockeystick) away from anyone you don’t live with. That’s especially important in public areas 
Lockdown Diaries by Lynn Farquharson
Friday the 13th of March will be etched in memory as the day we “crashed” into the pandemic 
reality of lockdown.  It would take a few days for the realities of what this meant to hit me.  
Quite quickly “going home and staying home” dictated many changes.  In the first 2 months of 
lockdown that meant grocery shopping once a week, trying to play the odds as to which stores 
had the shortest line ups to get in which did not necessarily translate into the shortest lines to 
get out.    Regular visits to my fitness club for various classes, gym workouts and socializing 
morphed into pilates and yoga classes via Zoom, supplemented by daily walks, weather 
permitting.   The novelty of socializing on Zoom lasted about one month.  While it was wonderful 
to see people’s faces via Zoom, it was also important to talk with people on the phone and 
connect “bunker to bunker” as the cold days of April and early May unfolded.    The first month 
of the lockdown also involved lots of cleaning, reorganizing, some baking, webinars and wading 
through the emails of COVID related material, both humorous (initially), informative and daunting.   
Netflix binging provided a nice anecdote to the information overload that was our daily diet.    As 
the weather warmed up, cleaning up outside and working in the gardens was a welcome activity 
along with enjoying more outdoor activities like biking, golfing and social distancing visits.  The 
warm weather also brought with it some semblance of normalcy as we embraced entering stage 
1 and then stage 2 of the reopening process.  As we move forward again, it is knowing that 
normalcy is not going to look the same for the foreseeable future.
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My Life under COVID-19 by Claudia Mang 
For the past several months, we have all lived precariously with a pandemic. Rules and 
recommendations have overtaken our lives: wear a mask, social distance, wash your hands, etc. 
For me it meant suspending my volunteer positions at the Toronto Zoo and Pearson Airport. In 
both places I was required to mingle with numerous people and assist them. Often I spoke with 
hundreds of people during my weekly shift and so it became no longer possible to do so under 
COVID-19 restrictions. For both organizations we held virtual meetings to keep informed. I have 
become quite adept at using ZOOM, Webex, and Microsoft Teams to meet virtually. The Toronto 
Zoo reopened to the public in July, and I have returned to my duties under strict guidelines. 
Pearson Airport is operating at a much smaller capacity and volunteers are not required at this 
time to provide information to passengers. The Welcome Team, as we are known, is not being 
disbanded and the plan is to have us back when it is appropriate; I can’t wait for that to happen! 
As a member of the RTOERO Board of Directors, I met virtually on a weekly basis with the 
other Board members and senior staff to ensure that our members were being served well by 
RTOERO. The Board also met with outside agencies that share our goals. I also serve on the 
Benefits Committee which met virtually several times. The Board also met with all of the District 
Presidents on a biweekly schedule to make sure that they were aware of all that was going on 
with RTOERO. At these biweekly sessions many questions were asked and answered. All the
meetings took place via ZOOM or Webex. There was one week when I had seven virtual meetings. 
Personally, I missed physically seeing my family members. I have a ninety-three year old sister to 
whom I could only talk to on the telephone. Of course, the grocery bill has sky-rocketed! My sons 
fortunately, continued to work, one from home teaching his university courses online, and the other 
as a bank employee deemed an essential worker. Daily walks, gardening and reading have kept me 
engaged as well as Zooming or telephoning with friends and family. We will be in this situation for a 
long time. My hope is that all of you reading this are staying safe and taking care of yourselves. 
Until we can meet again, stay safe. 

I Follow the Covid Rules.....mostly 
by Janet Thacker
Perhaps it’s my take charge behaviour from my 
years as a high school vice principal, but I find 
myself telling people what to do, or so I’ve been 
told. This has become especially poignant when 
grocery shopping at my local Metro, wearing my 
mask, following the directional arrows and keeping 
two meters away from other shoppers. Why do 
I have to be the one reminding people about the 
rules? Some of my gentle suggestions:

•  “you’re going the wrong way in a one way aisle” 
•  “your mask should be covering your nose and mouth”
•  “please don’t come up so close behind me”
*  “ is this your first time shopping since Covid?” 
*  “It’s day 123... you should know the rules”. 

I really do try to keep the sarcasm out of my voice. Honest. But my patience is being worn down by 
these constant encounters. The only relief is when I recount these experiences to my husband as 
he unloads the trunk. He’s very patient. He even laughs at my stories.
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However, I can still have a sense of humour. Yesterday, as we shopped together, he quietly watched 
as I redirected the occasional delinquent shopper. We had almost completed our shopping, when I 
sent him for a forgotten item. As I tracked him down, and located him at the end of the snack aisle, 
I quickly navigated past the other shoppers to reach him. Once there, he smirked as he pointed to 
the one way arrow on the floor. Can you guess who the guilty party was? The saving grace for me 
was that at least I didn’t chastise the shoppers going down the aisle “the correct way” and no one 
gave me a second glance. And I did laugh under my breath. And it’s a good thing too, as there’s no 
comeback when you are the self-appointed Covid police.

We Will Get Through This by MJ Ricci
I guess I got lucky insofar as I had hair colour/cut, and celebrated our many March birthdays mere 
days before the overall shut down. Since then I have been missing the kids/grandkids as do so many 
of us. Online shopping went into high gear, attempting to rekindle my watercolour painting. That 
has been a challenge! I did purchase a hydroponic herb garden for the kitchen which is fantastic 
– I have flourishing basil, mint and dill out of this.  Come winter this herb garden will be especially 
appreciated. Keeping positive is a challenge as caregiver to my 99 1/2 year young mother and 80 
year aged tree slammer spouse who broke his dominant arm in 3 places in May with serious hand 
nerve damage. So I am on call 24/7 and that is what dominates life right now. Keeping positive 
thoughts that there are always worse scenarios, andwe will get through this.

Pandemic Times by Marilyn Jones
For us (my husband, Phil, and I), the pandemic’s impact was sudden.  We spent 2 long days driving 
to Florida for a planned 2 week holiday, having left Toronto on March 11th.  On arrival, we learned 
that Canada was requesting citizens from abroad to return home.  We decided to cancel our condo 
reservation and return home.  Back in the car for 2 more long days of travel!   We were welcomed at 
the border crossing by the Canadian Customs officer with a warm ‘Welcome home’.  Truly, there’s no 
place like home, especially given a pandemic and our OHIP.
Back home, the new reality of daily life began to sink in.  No more whimsical trips to stores, cinemas, 
theatre, bars and restaurants.  Most devastating was the loss of up-close and personal interactions 
with family and friends.  We have become virtual presences on Zoom and Face Time.  Our 1 year old 
granddaughter, Willa, now calls out my moniker ‘Gaga’ every time she sees an IPad or cellphone in 
her home.  I wonder if she thinks I live inside them?
Daily life has now been reduced to 3 basic questions.  
1). What will I wear?  It doesn’t really matter because I’m not going anywhere or seeing anybody.  
Clean and comfortable is the order of the day.  I find elasticize waists are best, given the Covid 
spread.
2). What will I do?  Checking my email is most fun when I get messages and jokes from friends.  
Baking bread was fun for awhile.  Got the sewing machine dusted off and am making masks.  
Cleaning the house.  It’s spotless, but can’t have anyone over to appreciate my domestic skills.  
Planted a vegetable garden and am tending to it and the flower garden.  Got my husband to clean 
out the garage and workroom.  Reading lots of books and watching lots of TV.  Doing some walking.
3). What’s for dinner?  This is a burning question as it’s the highlight of the day!  Our meals have 
been much more creative and diverse.  I will dig something out of the freezer, then research 
possibilities on the Internet.  Given limited grocery store visits, I work to incorporate foods on hand 
in the meal prep.  I must say when all is said and done, that not only have we eaten well, there has 
been very little food wasted.
The burning question remains ‘When will this end?’  Nobody knows.  
In the meantime… STAY SAFE.
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MY COVID-19 EXPERIENCES Karl Sprogis 
The middle of March arrived and the news was that everything will be shut down until the beginning 
of April and we all know that it kept getting extended until there was some relaxation of the rules at 
the end of July. But at the beginning, upon hearing about the shutdown, my reaction was, ‘OK, since 
I’m restricted to staying in the house, time to get at those repair and renovation projects started and 
finished that I had been procrastinating about doing and of course to get serious about decluttering”. 
The best laid plans and intentions!! The repairs and renovations are half done and things look worse 
than before I started (it’s a good thing that the camera on the laptop during the Zoom conferences 
has a limited area of coverage). And about the decluttering, I think, no I believe, that the clutter 
replicates itself when I’m not looking or am elsewhere.
I truly did practise social isolation unless I had to do grocery shopping or go to the drugstore to get 
prescriptions and that turned out to be more often than it should have been due to the restriction 
that one could get only 30 days supply. But then a call came from Toronto Western Hospital that a 
number of diagnostic tests had been set up for my wife. The question asked was would she attend.  
After finally having a doctor pay attention to her medical issues, the answer was an easy one to 
give – YES. So, for three Fridays in a row, off we went to Toronto Western. She was able to get in 
but since I was not a patient, I had to stay outside and so sat in the car in the parking lot on three 
occasions of 2, 2.5 and then 3.5 hours. Hard to do, but I managed. I have to say that the safety 
protocols established by Toronto Western were good and kudos to the hospital for doing this. Then, 
there was a visit for her to see a doctor at the Toronto Rehabilitation Hospital on University Avenue. 
Same protocols, but the person at the reception desk was quite annoyed that I had even entered the 
building given that I was not the patient. I spent a couple of hours wandering around the area until I 
got a phone call from her that she had to go to Mount Sinai Hospital for an x-ray. I expected to have 
to follow the same protocols there but that was not to be the case. I was allowed to accompany my 
wife, there was very little in the way of physical distancing expectations, and the wearing of masks 
was rather haphazard. No kudos to Mount Sinai but a few brickbats for poor procedures. And then, 
there was another call from Toronto Western suggesting that since we had spent some time at the 
hospitals on a number of occasions that getting a COVID-19 test was strongly recommended. My 
wife and I trundled off to the Trillium Hospital on Hurontario; waited a considerable amount of time to 
get tested which in itself was not a pleasant experience. Seven days later, I checked the results on-
line and the test results for both of us were negative.
I did make an out -of-town trip for a day at the end of April. Hearing the news that the Premier had 
broken his own requirement to stay at home by visiting his cottage, I decided that I had to check on 
ours in Haliburton. The trip up north was quite strange. Few cars on the road; no restaurant or gas 
station facilities open and when I got to the cottage it was eerily quiet and there was no one around. 
The cottage was in good shape and the property only had a few tree limbs down.
Connecting with people was all done virtually by either tele-conferencing, then zoom meetings and 
even a Webex meeting with local arts service organizations Executive Directors and the City of 
Toronto Budget Chief, Gary Crawford about arts funding. I know that I watched too much television 
but my excuse was that I was able to catch up on some of HBO’s and other Networks’ series. One 
very good arts and culture program called TO Live accessed on the computer was most interesting 
and exceptional. Kudos to the producers because they provided something for everyone. However, 
I balanced this out by reading 16 books (hmmm – no wonder that there was little progress on the 
projects and decluttering). As I write this at the beginning of August there have been many more 
trips back and forth to the cottage; no further trips to the hospitals but back to the telephone 
consultations with the doctors which are less than helpful; and of course more trips to the stores for 
things other than groceries and prescriptions. 
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COPING WITH COVID TIMES by  Yadav Bhatia
As with many of our friends, I found the most difficult adjustment to be the inability to see and spend 
time with close friends and family members especially our grand children. Face time and zoom just 
do not work for me.
I did spend more time tending to our small kitchen garden. That was very pleasant. I also learned to 
trim my own hair. After several error filled attempts, I think I have become reasonably good at it.
I sincerely hope that things get better and we return to some form of normalcy a lot sooner than 
some of the dire predictions that are being made in some corners. Keep well.

AGM,Spring Luncheon & Covid by Judy Paton 
Normally at this time of year, I would be reporting on our AGM and Spring Luncheon and 
encouraging everyone to set the date aside for our Fall Luncheon.  How quickly everything came to 
a halt!
The word “normal” seems to have lost all meaning in today’s reality.  Our whole vocabulary has 
changed. Mask, wasn’t that part of a Halloween costume?  Social distancing – it used to be rude not 
to hug our friends and family.   I would never have dreamed of being part of a bubble!  Zoom used to 
be the sound of a fast car. Do you remember when we actually sang Happy Birthday and blew out 
the candles on a birthday cake?  Lol  
Like everyone else, I find myself enjoying my home, yard and garden, but greatly miss the many 
social events that should be taking place.  I have learned to   appreciate things that were taken for 
granted a few months ago.  Thank goodness for the telephone and face time.  
I do want to take this opportunity to say “Hello” to everyone and hope to see you soon, when 
Normal returns. Stay safe.

From Holiday Freedom Straight to Lockdown by William McIlroy
We returned from Florida March 12 and went straight into a 14 day lockdown. Other than getting 
groceries, our big outtings were to take the dog for a walk. When May came we decided to move 
to the cottage. Our youngest daughter and her boyfriend live with us and they were out in the world 
working and were quite worried about bringing IT home to Annie and myself. I run a tour boat during 
the summer and had to get that readied for touring while waiting for Phase 2. Starting tours in July 
and taking all the precautions of masks, hand sanitizers, and small bubble groups of less than 6 on 
the boat has worked well. Despite some bad press the Muskoka’s have been more welcoming than 
many other areas.
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August/September or as required.

Deadline for submissions is three weeks prior to the month of publication.
We reserve the right to edit and/or condense all contributions and submissions.

Please send your stories, jokes, anecdotes, columns, comments, criticism,
letters and pictures to:  William McIlroy
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GWENDOLYN ATKINSON
NORMAN BLACK 
MARY DODGE BOVAIRD 
KIMBERLY BROLLEY
JOHN DURRANT 

Welcome to RTOERO
Enjoy the benefits we offer.   RTOERO no 
longer has Full or Associate categories and 
therefore will not  be listed as such moving 
forward.

ANN M JENNIFER HALL
CHARLES HUMBER 
LIGA MIKLASEVICS         
SHARON NAGLE        
CLARA PERUT


