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President’s Message

When this “Twenty-Second Report” reaches you, the Holiday season will
be mostly over. I hope that it was a joyous time for you and your loved
ones filled with happy and memorable occasions.
The major Fall activities of District 22 were highlighted by the ‘To Hell
With the Bell Luncheon’, the Welcome Breakfast for new members
and our Fall Luncheon. These were all very well attended and offered
important opportunities for members to reconnect with former
colleagues in the education community and for new members to
experience some of the benefits of being an RTOERO member and
establishing new relationships. Functions like these do not happen by
themselves and I would like to thank the members of the executive who
assisted in many ways in the organization of these either by getting our corporate sponsors to
set up display tables or arranging for speakers to provide important information to our members.
In particular, thank you to Claudia Mang for arranging the ‘No Bell Luncheon’ and to Judy
Paton for setting up the Welcome Breakfast and the Fall Luncheon at the Markland Wood Golf
Club. This is never an easy task to carry out successfully but it was done very well and many
members offered compliments about how well the events went. At the Fall luncheon, Jill Hewlett
spoke about some of the strategies that members might employ to maintain good mental health.
She was well received and kept most of the audience actively involved until she had completed
her presentation. In this issue, there is information about future events which I hope that you will
look at and perhaps decide that you will attend or become involved.
I have written to you on a couple of times about change. One significant change will occur on
January 1st, 2020. The annual fee paid by most members will be no more than $70. Current
members whose fee was less than $70 will see an inflationary increase of 2%. Members whose
fee is paid through an OTPP pension deduction will have seen this as a notice on their pension
statement. Members who pay by credit card or through pre-authorized debit will have been
notified by email or mail in December. Members who joined as free members and are paying the
fee for the first time should have received an eblast to give them additional information. If you
have questions about the 2020 fees, please consult the RTOERO website information page or
call the RTOERO office at 1-800-361-9888.
Last year, one of the major issues was the re-branding of RTOERO with a new name and logo.
The motion for the new name was withdrawn by the Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting in
May and it was indicated that work would continue on this item. At the October Special Meeting
and Forum (previously called the Senate), your representatives –
Anne McIlroy, Marilyn Jones, Janet Thacker and I were pleasantly
surprised by the unveiling of a new colourful logo for RTOERO. Many
members will have seen this stylized multi-coloured apple beside the
RTOERO name which continues. It appeared on the ‘Comminique’
that members received in November and will appear on up-coming
documents and literature that you will receive. District 22 has already received an up-dated
banner with the new logo and in the future branded items will be made available to members.
It is important that members who have the RTOERO Health Benefits Plan read the Communique
cited above very carefully. A number of significant changes have been made and members need
to be aware of these which come into effect as early as December, 2019.
Included with the Communique was a separate envelope which contained your new RTO
benefits card which is to be used starting January 1st, 2020. The Communique also highlights
the differences between the old and the new cards. For those members who are planning trips
outside of Ontario and Canada, you are urged to read pages 4,5 and 6 very carefully and if there
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is any uncertainty about your insurance coverage, you are advised to call the RTO offices for
clarification. It is important that members are aware that as of January 1st, 2020, OHIP will no
longer provide coverage to Ontario residents travelling outside of Canada. Please note that this
change does not affect your OHIP coverage when travelling outside Ontario within Canada as
these changes apply to out of Canada travel. The new Benefits Booklet will be sent to members
of the RTO Health Benefit Plan in the Winter 2020 issue of “Renaissance” and will include
information about travel insurance. Members who have chosen to receive “Renaissance” on-line
will have the new booklet mailed out to them.
At the Annual Meeting in May,2020, a draft Strategic Plan for 2021-2025 will be presented for
approval. Members need to be involved in the direction that their organization is going to go.
You can provide input by forwarding your ideas to members of the District 22 Executive or to
our CEO Jim Grieve at jgrieve@rto-ero.org. Please read the article by Jim in the Winter issue of
“Renaissance”.

The future of RTO depends on the continual enrolling of members of the education community
into our organization. The Retirement Planning Workshops (RPW’s) have done a marvelous
job and are greatly responsible for not only maintaining our membership numbers but also
for increasing them so that the number is now at 80,000 and gradually increasing. Sheila Tait
from our executive has co-chaired the very successful RPW’s for Metro. The last one held in
November had over 400 people from the education community attending and I am sure that
most if not all will be seriously consider joining RTO. The next RPW is scheduled for Saturday,
February 8th at the Toronto Courtyard Marriott with three more to follow in other parts of the city.
Sheila and her team are doing their best to increase the membership of RTO but the members of
District 22 can do their part by encouraging anyone that they know in the education community
who is planning to retire to look to RTO as an organization to join.
The Board of Directors, RTOERO committee members, staff and individual members are doing
many wonderful things to advocate for issues important to retired members of the education
community and for seniors as a whole. If you feel that you can contribute to this work by being
appointed to provincial committee, go to the RTOERO website and reference the Elections page
to see the full details and nominations forms. The nomination deadline is February 14.
One of the great success stories of RTOERO’s activities is the establishment of the RTOERO
Foundation. It has done much valuable research in the area of geriatrics. One of its major
initiatives was the establishment of October as Social Isolation Awareness Month. Social
Isolation can have very debilitating effects on seniors and the Foundation is working hard to
overcome it. This past year the Engage: End Isolation campaign raised $83,698. Many of our
corporate partners such as Johnson Insurance make regular donations to the Foundation so that
it can carry out its vital work. I know that you have made your annual charitable donations for
2019 but I urge you to consider making a donation to the Foundation so that you can say that
you have done your bit on supporting its work. In conclusion – “Here for you now … Here for
your future”
Karl Sprogis, President, RTOERO District 22 (Etobicoke-York)

Ever want to try Square Dancing

The new dancers who have recently joined our Friday nights are having a great
social time.Do come out and try it once.You just might get hooked as an easy
physical exercise.Every Friday night 7-9 beginning January 10 we show you
all you need to know . No partner required.
Location: 475 Rathburn Road Christ the King Church
Contact: Aaron agvmg@rogers.com

Adele Pick - Membership/Recruitment

Adele xyzpick@gmail.com
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With deep regrets we report the
passing of these members

Paul Anderson

Charles Haupt

George Betts

William Hildebrand

D. Anne Burr

John Jacenty

Barbara Clark

John MacRory

Sally Distasi

Ruth Royle

Kenneth Foreacre Dorothy Shepherd
Freda Gray

Wayne Walkden

District 22 Executive - 2019 - 2020
Past President

Claudia Mang			
President

Karl Sprogis			
1st Vice President

Anne McIlroy			
2nd Vice President

Marilyn Jones			
Treasurer

Rose Ramundi			
Secretary

Mary Jean Ricci			
Awards

Sharon Kular			

416-626-0798
905-625-4839
416-237-0115

Foundation Liaison

Janet Thacker			
Goodwill

Maryanne Chard			
Benefits

Anne McIlroy			
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Yadav Bhatia			

416-259-7030

Linda Rodegard			

416-533-5308

Neena Muhki			

647-680-2875

Janet Thacker			

905-503-1484

Membership/Recruitment
Adele Pick			

416-237-0251

Membership/Telephone
Lynn Farquharson			

416-656-8827

Newsletter/Editor

William McIlroy			
647-405-8202

Political Advocacy

Janis McCaskill			
416-241-7278

Communications/Member Services
Joel Nasimok			

Members at large

416-398-0733

Recreation

Sheila Tait			
Social

Judy Paton			
905-503-1484

Travel

Pamela Guy			
416-626-1353

905-891-9838
416-237-0115
905-857-1187
416-767-2406
416-769-1373
416-245-5201

Web Master/Photographer
Art Witham			

416-237-0115

416-622-7361

416-242-3207

http://district22.rto-ero.org
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Annual General Meeting and May Luncheon
Tuesday, May 12, 2020

Crowne Plaza, 33 Carlson Court, Toronto, M9W 6H5 416-675-1234
AGM 10:00 am to 11:30 am
Registration begins at 9:30 am
Refreshments available
Pre-registration for lunch is required. You are encouraged to register quickly.
Once the dining Room seating allocation is met, a “wait list” will be kept.

Speaker: To Be Announced
Entertainment: To Be Announced
Lunch: 12 pm. Cost $40.00 per person plus one guest at $40.00.

Entrée Choices:
CH

Roasted stuffed chicken with spinach, sundried tomato
and goat cheese

S

Maple seared Atlantic salmon

V

Vegetable strudel

Pick up your Name Tag at the Registration Table.
There is no provision to pay at the door.
No refunds unless notification is received before Friday, May 1, 2020.
Parking is free but you must register your licence plate upon arrival.
Parking is to the right off the hotel driveway. Note: the parking lot, to the left of
the Hotel, with the gates, is not the Hotel parking lot.
For further information contact Judy Paton 416-769-1373

$

$

$

Registration for District 22 - AGM and June Luncheon, Tuesday, May 12, 2020.
Name ....................................................................... indicate choice of: CH

S

V

Name ........................................................................indicate choice of: CH

S

V

Please make your cheque for the full amount, payable to RTO District 22 and mail with this
registration to: Judy Paton, 152 Cordella Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M6N 2J9.
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Travel 2020

ALL CHEQUES must be made payable to “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL
INC.”. The cheques will still be mailed to PAM GUY, but cheques must
be made out for EACH tour and dated as requested with the trip. Pam
must also have all the names to include on the trip. If the trip becomes
fully booked, we will establish a WAIT LIST. If you cancel more than
thirty days prior to the trip a full refund will be made. If you cancel
closer to the trip than LISTED PAYMENT DATE , if a substitute cannot
be found, you may forfeit your payment.
WE REQUIRE A MINIMUM OF 40 PARTICIPANTS FOR EACH TRIP.
ALL TRIPS will depart CENTENNIAL PARK SE PARKING LOT (Centennial Park Rd. just North of
Rathburn)

Kinky Boots

HAMILTON THEATRE, CAMBRIDGE

Thursday, March 26, 2020

This smash hit musical features a sensational score by CINDY LAUPER. Based on a true story
it chronicles the story of Charlie Price who is struggling to save his men’s shoe factory . With
inspiration from a drag queen Lola, the pair find success by creating a sparkling line of sturdy
stilettos for “women who are men”. An uplifting tale it appeals to the hearts of all that experience it.

Departure 8:30 AM
Spamalot

Payment due by Feb. 26, 2020

$135.00 per person

AVON Theatre Stratford

Thursday, May 14 , 2020

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT – A musical comedy based on Arthurian legend of the Holy Grail. You’ll
quest long and far before you find anything so sublimely silly. We will enjoy lunch at the QUEEN’S
INN then some shopping time in downtown Stratford.

Departure 9:30 AM
42nd Street

Payment due by April 14, 2020

$140.00 per person

HAMILTON THEATRE, CAMBRIDGE

Thursday, June 18 , 2020

Hear the beat of dancing feet as Broadways Dance Spectacular 42nd Street bursts onto the stage.
Starry-eyed Peggy Sawyer arrives in New York in search of her big break. A show full of glitz,
glamour, dazzling choreography and sensational songs. We will also visit Whitehearn Historic House
and Gardens.

Departure 8:30 AM

Payment due by May 18, 2020

Warplane Museum and Hamilton Harbour Cruise

$140.00 per person

Thursday, Sept 17, 2020

The museum now houses close to 50 aircraft flown by Canadians from the beginning of WWII to the
present. Lunch is at Ancaster Mill, restored to keep its authentic character, followed by a 90 minute
cruise aboard the Hamilton Harbour Queen.

Departure 8:30 AM
Evita

Payment due by Aug 17, 2020

ST. JACOBS COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE

$99.00 per person
Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020

Winner of countless awards and inspired by true historical events the musical EVITA charts the rise
of Argentina’s EVA PERON. Featuring some of Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice’s best music.
A powerful masterpiece that will be remembered. We will also visit the ST JACOBS FARMERS’
MARKET for some shopping and then lunch at the CROSSROADS RESTAURANT.

Departure 9:00 AM
6

Payment due by Sept. 22, 2020

$120.00 per person

ME AND MY GIRL

Shaw Festival Theatre

Winter 2020

Wednesday ,November 18, 2020

Back by popular demand. Bill Snibson , a proud Cockney and newly discovered Earl of Hareford,
is torn between the love of his gal and his aristocratic duty. Is audience favourite is full of hilarious
moments and infectious songs. We will have an early lunch at Betty’s Restaurant followed by some
browsing time in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Following the show we will stop at Picard Peanuts.

Departure 9:00 AM

Payment due by Oct. 18, 2020

$130.00 per person

------------------------------------------------------------------------$
$
$
TRIP REGISTRATION FORM 2020

NAME:__________________________________ ADDRESS_________________________________
PHONE:___________________________ e-mail (best contact)______________________________
MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC.” and attach list of attendees.
KINKY BOOTS 		
SPAMALOT			
42nd STREET 		
WARPLANE & CRUISE
EVITA 			
ME AND MY GIRL		

Thurs. March 26
Thurs. May 14
Thurs. June 18
Thurs.Sept. 17
Thurs. Oct. 22
Wed. Nov. 18

TICKETS REQUIRED _______
TICKETS REQUIRED _______
TICKETS REQUIRED _______
TICKETS REQUIRED _______
TICKETS REQUIRED _______
TICKETS REQUIRED _______

@135.00= ______
@140.00= ______
@140.00= ______
@ 99.00= ______
@120.00= ______
@130.00= ______

PLATE No. of vehicles left in W Parking lot _________________
__________________
A cheque for each trip must accompany this registration.
For more information please contact either: Pam Guy 416 245-5201
pamguy@rogers.com
					
OR: Irwin Kelly 905 822 3334
irwinkelly@rogers.com
Mail registration with cheque(s) PAYABLE TO “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC” to:
Pamela Guy, 16 Sun Row Drive, Toronto, ON. M9P 3H4
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Welcome to RTOERO

Enjoy the benefits we offer. RTO/ERO no
longer has Full or Associate categories and
therefore will not be listed as such moving
forward. This brings the number of members
to 2543.

Carolyn Anco
Julie Ballance
Greta Betts
Rosalba Blasi
Mirella Cirfi
Brian Jamieson
Jan Kelly
Patricia MacRory
Kelly Rice

Kuldip Singh
Katherine Stobie

Phone Volunteers Wanted

If you are looking for a way of getting involved in District 22,
perhaps you would like to consider being one of our volunteers
who call members to let them know about our Annual General
Meeting and Luncheon on May 12. Volunteers will recieve their
phone list in early April. There are no long distance calls and
messages can be left if you don’t reach the member directly.
One of the executive members will call you in the winter to
confirm your participation. It is one of our ways of reaching out
and connecting with members every year. If you are interested,
please contact Lynn Farquharson and provide your contact
information.
905-891-9838 lfarquharson@primus.ca
8
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Governance

Winter 2020

Coming in 2020 - A New Governance Document for District 22
As you may recall, in 2018 RTOERO was registered under the Canada
Not-for-Profit Corporations Act. With that registration came changes to
the way that RTOERO is governed. It is now time to make changes to
the District 22 Etobicoke and York Constitution, the document under
which our local district runs.
We have received the Model Governance Document prepared by the
Governance Committee at RTOERO. A comparison with our current
constitution is underway, and this may necessitate changes. The new document will be
previewed the by the District 22 Executive early in 2020. The new document will then be made
available to all District 22 members before the Annual Meeting scheduled for May 12, 2020. At that
meeting members attending will be asked to approve this new document. Major changes are not
foreseen, and members should not be affected by the new governance model.
Claudia Mang - Past President/Governance Chair

D22 Movie Club News

Welcoming New Members – District 22 Movie Club
Hello, all movie lovers! District 22’s movie club continues in the New
Year 2020. We had some new members join us in 2019 and welcome
anyone else who wishes.
We attend movies on the second or third Tuesday of the month
depending on other events that are occurring in the District. The
Cineplex Queensway is our theatre of choice. We prefer afternoon
movies and after the movie, those that wish, assemble at the Kelsey’s
Restaurant for coffee/tea and a chat. An email goes out to registered members several days in
advance stating the movie title and time. We try to attend a different genre of movie each month. If
you wish to join us and have not registered, please email us at d22movieclub@gmail.com and state
your full name in the email. See you at the movies!
Your Film Hosts: Claudia Mang and Mary Jean Ricci

Fall Luncheon

Our annual Fall Luncheon was held at the Markland Wood Golf Club on Wednesday, November 13,
2019. It is the first Fall Luncheon that I recall having seemed like a Winter Luncheon, due to the
snowfall we received a couple of days prior. However, the snow did not hamper our turnout or the
warm, friendly atmosphere within. Approximately 100 members and guests gathered to enjoy a visit
with friends, a delicious meal and a most interesting presentation by Jill Hewlett. Jill had us engaged
in activities and provided us information to help us keep our bodies and brains healthy. I am assured
that a good time was has by all!
Please Note that our AGM and June Luncheon, has been changed to our AGM and May Luncheon.
This will take place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on May 12, 2020. The registration form is included
in this newsletter. The AGM is always most informative, and the luncheon is quite a pleasant way to
enjoy a spring afternoon.
Judy Paton - Social Convenor
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From the Awards Corner

On Tuesday, June 4, 2019 District 22 invited 55 members of RTO ERO who have been members for
25 years to our luncheon. We were fortunate to have 22 of these members present to receive their
certificates. Alice Casselman, Bruce Dancy, Jennie Guguen, Paul Gregory, Richard Howe (2018),
Nancy Iler, Francis Lima, Barry Long, Melba McDonald, Robert Nadin, Leonard Neiman, Marion
Mandel, Robert Rombough, Don Routley, Mary Shaw, Laurel Sherlock, Tom Thomas, Gary Vipond,
Marija Vukic, Wayne Whitehorn and Glenn Wright. Below are the biographies that we
missed in the Fall Newsletter.
Dorothy Garvin
Dorothy taught elementary school in Smith Falls, Ottawa and with the Toronto Catholic Board. The
highlight to her career was the high calibre of the colleagues that she worked with throughout her
career. It was a joy and a privilege she states. Dorothy was very happy to be part of District 22 for
twenty years. Dorothy volunteers at her lovely church teaching young children and inspiring XXXXX.
Paul Gregory
Graduating from Lakeshore Teachers College in 1961, Paul began teaching at Oakwood Public
School in Oakville for 3 years. Moving to Etobicoke, he taught grade 7 and 8 at Humber Valley
Village School for 4 years and was appointed Chair of Mathematics and Science. Wanting to be
involved with Guidance work, he applied for a position at Richview Collegiate in Guidance and
Math and after 3 years he became Head of Guidance at the new Keiller Mackay Collegiate Institute.
Paul’s next move was to the Board Office for 9 years as Head, Student Services Department and
Co-ordinator Guidance & Counselling. He then went to Kingsmill Vocational School as Principal for 2
years and finished his teaching career at Burnhamthorpe Collegiate as Head of Guidance, retiring in
1994.
Shortly after retiring, he served on the RTO District 22 Executive as telephone co-ordinator for 10
years. Paul and his wife have travelled many times to Europe but especially enjoyed the river cruise
from Amsterdam to Budapest. He is still very involved in church work and family activities.
Barry Long
Barry taught for Etobicoke for 34 years. During this time he taught: 1960 – 63 John English School
grade 6, 1963 – 65 Itinerant Teacher of French, 1965 – 1973 John G. Althouse Sr. (later Middle)
Librarian and grade 8, 1973 – 1975 Dept. of National Defence Schools, Europe, NATO Cdn. School
Belgium grade 5, 6 and Librarian, 1975 – 1980 Smithfield M.S. Librarian, 1980 – 1985 Islington
J.M.S. Advancement grade 7 & 8, 1986 – 1994 Wedgewood J.M.S. Librarian for English and French
Immersion classes. Highlights of his career were his 2 years in Europe and his 5 years working with
grade 7 & 8 advancement classes. After retiring Barry visited California several times and took a
great Bermuda cruise.
Elizabeth (Betty) Nunez
Elizabeth Nunez taught for the Toronto Board of Education, Junior and Senior Kindergarten. Her
longest periods of teaching were at Shaw St. Public School and McMurrich Public School.
A memorable experience Elizabeth had was returning to university at the Institute of Child Study at U
of T in 1984-1985 to earn a diploma in Early Childhood Education.
Activities in retirement include: quilting, singing in choirs, sewing, travels in Europe and Australia,
and volunteering in nursing homes.
Gary Vipond
Gary taught Physical Education, Science and Guidance in Etobicoke at Royal York Collegiate and
10
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Scarlett Heights Collegiate. He was a Vice-Principal at Thistletown Collegiate and Principal at
Silverthorn Collegiate and spent the last years of his career at the Board Office. He coached great
kids. His career was marvellous – there was a highlight every day.
Since he retired Gary farmed horses, was Chair of the Dufferin Arts Council for 4 years, Chair of the
Orangeville Concert Association for 7 years, Chair of the Westminster United Church for 6 years and
started a program for expelled students for the TDSB.
He and his wife, Pat have travelled to Africa, Brazil, New Zealand, England Scotland, Ireland,
Croatia, Israel, Greece, canoed the Yukon River and have been all across Canada. Also he loves to
golf.
Marija Vukic
Marija taught for the former City of York Board. She taught Kindergarten to Grade 3 and ESL. At the
following schools - Bala, Fairbank, Memo, Briar Hill, and H J Alexander.
Her most memorable experience: When a parent of a Grade 2 student came to say that altho’
their child attended school for a short time, she really loved coming to my class. I also enjoyed
participation in the main conventions of FWTAO.
In retirement I have assisted with Rendezvous and enjoyed
Captain. I enjoy the RTO special events .

being involved in this group as a

Also at the AGM District 22 presented 2 Outstanding Community Service Awards.
There are so many people contributing – volunteering in so many ways to make this a better world
for us to live in. District’s Outstand Community Service Award allows us to say thank you in a formal
way. Their monetary award is then given to the charity of their choice. This year’s recipients were
Patricia Beecham and Allan MacLeod.

Commiunity Service Awards Winners

Pat Beecham - Her $1,000 Award goes to the
Mariposa House Hospice.
Since retiring in 1998 and moving to Brechin/
Orillia Pat has become involved In a variety of
activities. On the school front she was asked to
help out with editing the quiz packs for Reach
for the Top and then to judge the Provincial
and National competitions. She did this for
18years until she finally retired. This involved
driving down to Toronto on two separate
weekends in May and judging the finals. She
retired from Reach for the Top in 2017 after 30
years involvement, the first 10 as coach of her
team at Martingrove Collegiate and the last 20
with the Reach organization.
In Orillia at Bayshore Village where she lives
she assumed the role of Social Director for 3 and one half years, was appointed to officio member
in charge of organizing the Newcomer’s reception and the election of officers for the AGM for 5
years. Again, at Bayshore, she realized there were a number of artists living there and put together
a creative arts show. This coming year will be their 12th annual show. The artists donate 10% of all
sales to donate to a local charity.
At Bayshore also, Pat convenes an annual breakfast meet and greet meeting with our local MP and
MPP and local councillors. Pat organizes bridge groups and teaches bridge lessons to seniors.
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Pat Beecham - continued

In Orillia itself Pat is involved with various arts activities:
- Membership Chair for the Orillia Fine Arts Association for the last 7 years
- After the Zephyr Art Gallery closed Pat organized this group of artists to do various
“pop-up” shows around Orillia.
- As a member of the Starry Night Committee she plans a very active August evening where
all the galleries and restaurants showing art are open at night with street displays and
entertainment.
- She is member of the Peter Street Arts District Committee that works with the City of Orillia
to expand and promote the art district in Orillia.
- She also volunteers to write a monthly column for Orillia Today outlining the activities taking
place in the Arts District for the coming months.
- Finally Pat and her husband joined the Elderberries Choir in Gravenhurst when she moved
north. She and her husband are on the Executive – as Social Director and Newsletter
Editors. The Choir does 2 main concerts a year, one at Christmas and one in early June.
- She also volunteers to write a monthly column for Orillia Today outlining the activities taking
place in the Arts District for the coming months.
- Finally Pat and her husband joined the Elderberries Choir in Gravenhurst when she moved
north. She and her husband are on the Executive – as Social Director and Newsletter
Editors. The Choir does 2 main concerts a year, one at Christmas and one in early June.
Allan MacLeod – His $1,000 Award will be given to The Queensway Baptist Church
He wears many hats as a Retired Teacher. First, Allan has been a Driver with the Canadian Council
of the Blind – for the past 6 years. Secondly, he was on the Board and served 3 times as President
of “Against Drunk Driving – the Mississauga Chapter for the past 10 years. He has worked with
impaired drivers through Madeira House and the Mimico Alcohol and Drug Education Program while
also making presentations to service clubs, schools and church groups. For this Allan received
a City of Mississauga Civic Award Recognition (he even sent me a picture of himself with Hazel
McCallion making the presentation).
Allan served on the Council of the Peel-Halton Canadian Hearing Society for 6 years- a group near
and dear to his heart. Allan is deaf and now wears 2 hearing aids after 2 ear operations.
For the past 10 years he makes Home and Hospital visits to Cancer patients connected with the
Hospice of Peel.
In keeping with our provincial office’s emphasis this year on Seniors and Isolation problems. Allan
is a Co-Leader of the Seniors Group at Queensway Baptist Church. The Group is called “THE
PILLARS’ because as Allan says we are the pillars of the church and we all take PILLS. How true!!
And, if you can believe it, Allan is in his 90th year as of April 29th and does not appear to be slowing
down.

Provincial Scholarship

Our congratulations go out to ERIN CLANCY the recipient of the $1,500 Provincial Scholarship. Erin
was sponsored by Rina Clancy of District 22. The deadline for the 2020 application – to be sent to
the Provincial Office - is January 31, 2020.
At our Fall Luncheon the provincial STO Award (Service to Others Award) was presented to KAREN
RIDLEY on behalf of Lakeshore Arts. She received the $500 cheque from the Provincial Office.
Karen’s charity of choice was Lakeshore Arts. The 2020 application for the STO Award will be on
the website (rto/ero scholarships) in January 2020. The deadline date - to be sent to the Awards
Committee - is April 30, 2020.
Sharon Kular - Awards Committee
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1.  Queen’s Park Lobbying Day – Nov. 8
For the third year, RTOERO held an advocacy day at Queen’s Park.
Representatives from RTOERO participated in a full day of activities,
including the following:
• met one-on-one with MPPs and government officials to share  
issues surrounding – geriatric training, elder abuse and age
		 friendly communities
• attended and were recognized during the Question Period.
• networked with more than 70 MPPs and their staff during lunch.
Next steps include the following:
• Mail out information packages to MPPs who did not attend
• encourage District PAC representatives to meet with local MPPs
2. Federal election campaign reaches more than 3 million

During the recent federal election period, more than 3 million people were reached through a digital
campaign designed to create awareness about our three national issues – national seniors strategy,
retirement income security and pharmacare.
More than 500 people used vibrantvoices.ca landing page to send direct messages to their local
candidates in support of these issues.
3. RTOERO role in supporting education community during job action

Ontario teachers and other staff in schools and school boards are engaging in contract negotiations
with the government right now. Strike votes, work-to-rule job action, and one-day strikes have
already occurred. We expect more such news in the months ahead.
RTOERO have received questions from members about ways to best support our members and
colleagues who are actively working in education and they offer the following guidance:
• RTOERO have publicly expressed opposition to the education funding cuts. They have met
		 with each union and offered support at the provincial and local levels. They encourage districts
to support local unions as you can, within the resources available in your area.
• RTOERO provides a small amount of funding for districts to provide refreshments or other
similar support for those participating in job action in your community. District executives have
information about how to apply for these funds.
• RTOERO is a political, but non-partisan organization. This means we cannot provide or
		 support RTOERO signs or banners at rallies, pickets, etc. Wearing RTOERO apparel, pins,
		 etc. is an individual choice.
• RTOERO supports the right of education staff to fair collective bargaining and to strike. They
		 encourage our members to think about ways to best express that support on a personal level.
		 Many of our members are occasional school staff or volunteer in schools and classrooms. You
		 are encouraged to consider work-to-rule or strike conditions when making the decision about
		 participating in these activities during the job action period.
Janis McCaskill - Political Advocacy
Don’t forget to check out our new facebook page
		

Facebook.com/rtoerodistrict22
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District 22 Etobicoke and York
Presents
Tea & Trivia (with Coffee Too!)
Thursday April 2, 2020
Markland Wood Golf Club
245 Markland Drive
Etobicoke
Cost: $20.00 for D22 Members/ $25.00 for Guests
Registration Deadline: Wednesday March 25, 2020
No provision to pay at the door
Registration at 11:15 a.m.
Light Buffet Luncheon at 12:00 p.m.
Trivia Event
Come alone and join a table, or bring your own team of up to 6
players.
Prizes awarded to Trivia Winners 1st and 2nd Place
Tea and Trivia, Thursday April 2, 2020
Registration form must be received by March 25, 2020
Name(s) ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
# attending ______@ $20 each ______@ $25 each = Total $__________
Cheques made out to RTO District 22

Submit to: Rose Ramundi, 2 Corby Ave., Toronto, ON, M6E 1V1
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DISTRICTS - The Social Arm of RTOERO

Winter 2020

District members volunteer to host a range of Special Interest Groups (SIGs). The chart below
displays most of the activities that are offered. SIGs vary by district but each district welcomes
members after accomodating their own members. To learn the complete availablility, just access the
district website and view their schedule, or download their current newsletter for details and longerterm planning. Perhaps you have a special interest and would consider hosting a group of fellow
retirees.

..... the ORIGINAL and ONLY
organization dedicated to the
continued health and well-being
of Retired Employees from the
Education Sector and we are
National not just Provincial!
There are FOUR RTOERO
Districts in the current City
of Toronto. Representing over
14,000 RTOERO members.,
they sponser a common website
that acts as a gateway to each
district’s on-line presence; jointly
operate Retirement Planning
Workshops; and co-ordinate
additional common activities as
warrented. Find us at:
https://toronto.rto-ero.org
Retirement Planning
Workshops
Watch for our 2020 ads with
locations!
Saturday February 8/Downtown
Thursday April 23/Scarborough
Saturday May 30/Scarborough
Saturday June 6/ North York
rto-ero.org/join-us/retirementplanning-workshops
MOVING AFTER RETIRING
WE ARE 51 DISTRICTS
ACROSS CANADA
You choose the district best for
you where you live? with your
friends?
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INFO INFO INFO INFO INFO INFO INFO
Who’s afraid of Alzheimer’s?

In the following analysis the French Professor Bruno Dubois, Director of the Institute of Memory
and Alzheimer’s Disease (IMMA) at La Pitié-Salpêtrière - Paris Hospitals, addresses the subject in a
rather reassuring way: “For some time now, I have been stuck and I do not know what we are talking
about... Before, I was afraid it was the beginning of Alzheimer’s ... but today, after reading this article,
I am reassured. “If anyone is aware of his memory problems, he does not have Alzheimer’s.
1. I forgot the names of families... 2. I do not remember where I put things ... it often happens in
people 60 years and older that they complain that they lack memory. “The information is always in
the brain, it is the “processor” that is lacking. “This is “Anosognosia” or temporary forgetfulness.
Half of the people 60 or older have some symptoms that are due to age rather than disease. The
most common cases are:- forgetting the name of a person, - going to a room in the house and not
remembering why we were going there ...- a blank memory for a movie title or actor, an actress, - a
waste of time searching where we left our glasses or keys ... After 60 years most people have such
difficulty, which indicates that it is not a disease but rather a characteristic due to the passage of
years ... Many people are concerned about these oversights hence the importance of the following
statement: “Those who are conscious of being forgetful have no serious problem with memory.
“Those who suffer from memory illness or Alzheimer’s, are not aware of what is happening.
“Professor Bruno Dubois, Director of IMMA, reassures the majority of people concerned about their
oversights: ”The more we complain about memory loss, the less likely we are to suffer from memory
sickness, or Alzheimer’s.
Now for a little neurological test: Only use your eyes!
Find the C in the table below:
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
If you have qlready found the C, then find the 6 in the next table
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
9999999969999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
Now find the N in the table below. Attention, it’s a little more difficult!
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMNMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
If you pass these three tests without problem - you can cancel your next visit to the neurologist. Your
brain is in perfect shape! You are far from having any relationship with Alzheimer’s.
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Goodwill

Luncheon Group:
We have an RTO Luncheon group (members and friends) which meets once a month on the second
Monday of the month. We go to various restaurants. At the luncheon each month we vote on which
restaurant we will go to for the next month. Come out and join us for good food and socializing.
Everyone is welcome!

Bridge:
Any members who would like to play a good game
of duplicate Bridge are welcome to join us on
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m., (arrive about 6:45
p.m.) at the Boulevard Club, 1491 Lake Shore
Boulevard W.. This is a very friendly Duplicate
Bridge game involving various levels of expertise
from Novice to Advanced. We have some RTO
members in the group; however, it is not all RTO
members.
If you decide to join us, enter the Boulevard Club
by the middle gate (guest gate), push the button
and tell them you are there for Bridge. (I just say
“Bridge, please.”) Partnership is guaranteed, so no
need to bring a partner.
If you would like further information
on this please call me, (Maryanne),
at 416 626-1353 or at the email address below.

HAVA JAVA coffee club… see the back page of this newsletter.
We always welcome new members to these groups.
If you are interested in joining any of these groups, please contact:
Maryanne Chard 416 626-1353

mbchard@rogers.com

How Sun, Rain and Wind Pay Your Pension
As temperatures drop, chances are you’re yearning to feel the warmth of
the sun. Not only do those warm rays help beat the winter blues, they’re
helping with your retirement security too.
In 2015, we (OTPP) partnered with PSP Investments and Banco Santander,
S.A. to launch Cubico Sustainable Investments. We now own Cubico with
PSP, after buying Santander’s stake. Cubico primarily invests in wind and
solar electricity generating facilities, including two Concentrated Solar
Photovoltaic (CSP) plants.
CSP plants use the sun and concentrating mirrors to make steam for producing electricity. Cubico
covers the whole life cycle of an energy project, from development and construction to operation
and management.
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Flexible
• Can be as general or specific as
you need.
• You can choose to appoint two or
more attorneys. You can require
that your attorneys make all decisions together (“jointly”), or to
act together or separately, if one
of them is unavailable (“jointly and severally”). You can also
appoint alternate or successive
attorneys.
• Having two or more attorneys
could reduce potential fraudulent
use of a Power of Attorney.

Advantages
Practical
• Makes it clear who will be responsible for your money and
property if you can’t manage
them on your own, even temporarily.
• Your attorney must manage your
money and property for your
benefit and can be required by
law to account for and explain
how he or she is managing it.
Risks

Risks of a Joint Bank Account

Attorney continued
from Page 30 Your Power of Attorney docuAdvantages
ment might not meet your curConvenient
• A general Power of Attorney rent needs or the requirements
allows your attorney to look af- of the law.
ter your affairs if you are away • The person you previously
temporarily or if you need help selected to be your attorney
managing your affairs.
may no longer be the best
• An Enduring Power of Attorney allows your attorney to choice or may no longer be
continue looking after your available.
affairs if you lose your mental • Possibility of ‘competing’
capacity.
Powers of Attorney if you have
• If you lose your mental cap- signed more than one Power
acity and do not have a valid of Attorney document. If you
Power of Attorney document
in place, someone will need to appoint a new attorney, you
get authority from the court to should cancel your previous
manage your money and prop- Power of Attorney document
erty. This can be time consum- and advise your financial instiing and expensive.
tution of the change.

Control over the joint account
• Unless you are able to state otherwise in your banking agreement, any
person named on the joint account is able to withdraw money from the
account at any time. They don’t need permission from you to do so,
even if most or all the funds in the account were deposited by you.
• Funds withdrawn may never be recovered.
Relationship breakdown
• If the relationship between you and your joint account holder breaks
down, you risk the money being withdrawn or that the account may not
be handled in the way that you wished.
• If your joint account holder and their spouse separate or divorce, the
money in the joint account could be claimed in the separation or divorce
settlement.
Accountability
• It is difficult to hold a joint account holder legally accountable for taking money from the account that they weren’t supposed to.
• You may have to go to court to challenge the actions of a joint account
holder. This could be expensive and stressful. It may also take a long
time to resolve. Legal disputes
• If it is not clear that the money in the account was meant to be a gift to
the surviving joint account holder or whether it was meant to become
Caution: Most elderly fraud pre- part of the deceased joint account holder’s estate, legal disputes could
cipitated by someone you know!
arise.

Too directive or not specific enough
• Not enough information or limitations in the document could lead
to the mismanagement of your finances or to your finances being
managed in a way that you do not
agree with.
• Your attorney must manage your
affairs in the way that you direct in
the document. Strict limitations can
make it difficult for your attorney to
take care of your finances.
• If you appoint more than one attorney to act jointly, disagreements
between them could cause problems
and lead to delays in the management of your financial affairs.

May make you vulnerable to
financial abuse
• Can lead to mismanagement of your
money and property if the attorney
you choose is not trustworthy, uses
your money improperly, or does not
make decisions that are in your best
interest.

Source: What every older Canadian should know about Powers of Attorney (for financial matters and property) and Joint Bank Accounts.
This document has been jointly prepared by the Forum of Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers Responsible for Seniors. The Forum is
an intergovernmental body established to share information, discuss
new and emerging issues related to seniors, and work collaboratively
on key projects.
Complete document available at: https://www.canada.ca/

Power of Attorney Advantages and Risks

District 22 Etobicoke and the City Of York

9:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Time:

$10.00 per person (subsidized).
Spouses and friends welcome.

4

rto.toronto@gmail.com

https://district16.r to -ero.org
https://toronto.rto-ero.org

More on Page 5 

April 22:11:05 – 12:00 noon
A
/LYLQJ<RXU/LIHWRWKH)XOOHVW
Marilyn Wetston, Weekly Radio Host 740am,
Wardrobe Doctor & Founder Total Access Centre

&

April
22: 10:00 – 10:55am
A
  &XUUHQW)UDXGV 6FDPV7DUJHWLQJ2OGHU$GXOWV
Richard Santos-Vicentino,
Toronto Police Crime Prevention O�cer

April 15: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
(VWDWH3ODQQLQJ:LOOV3RZHUVRI$WWRUQH\\
DQG+RZWR3UHSDUHIRUD0HHWLQJZLWK
DQ$WWRUQH\
Chris Clapperton, Estate Lawyer

Cost:

Location: Holy Rosary Church Hall, 354 St. Clair Ave. W., one block east of
Bathurst and east of the St. Clair West subway station in Loblaws

Wednesdays, April 15, 22 and 29

Dates:

hat are some of the issues we need to address in retirement for a healthy
lifestyle and a sense of comfort and security? Join us in April 2020 at
our Wellness Series and e�plore a variety of topics that may in�uence and/or
enhance your future planning in retirement.

W
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Registration Fee $10.00 per person.
Cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 16
5

Phone:.................................... Email: …………………………………............

City………………………………………ON Postal Code ……………….....

Address ………………………………………………………………………..

Name ………………………………………………………………………….

RTO/ERO District 16 Wellness Series – April, 2020
Please Print

Once your registration has been con�rmed by �alerie, complete the form below
and attach a cheque for $10.00 payable to RTO/ERO District 16 and mail to:
Valerie Mah
41 Melgund Rd
Toronto ON M5R 2A1
by Wednesday, April 8, 2020

Register early to avoid disappointment

To Register for Our Health and Wellness Series:
Contact Valerie Mah at 416•533•0445 or email YPDK#LFDQQHW

& ৼ 
L O
&RৼHHWHDRQDUULYDODQGDKHDOWK\VQDFNDWEUHDNWLPH
±
6HVVLRQVZLOOLQFOXGHLQIRUPDWLYHGLDORJXHSDUWLFLSDWLRQIXQGRRUSUL]HV

A
April 29: 11:05 – 12 noon
  (VVHQWLDOVIRU6WD\LQJ6WURQJ%DODQFHG0RELOH
Eric Daw, Active Aging Specialist,
Founder Omni Fitt

&

April 29: 10:00 – 10:55am
$QXSGDWHRQ<RXU,QVXUDQFH3ODQV %HQH¿WV
Stephen Wong, Director of Health & Bene�ts, RTO/ERO

Health and Wellness Series - April, 2020

Winter 2020

19

District 22 Etobicoke and the City Of York

Coffee Club
Have-A-Java On Us….

Join us on the third Thursday of each month at the Hot Oven
in Cloverdale Mall from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for some refreshment
and socializing! All members are welcome! You will be given a
coupon toward the cost of your refreshments, when you sign in.

RTO DISTRICT 22
HAVE A JAVA ON US

If you are changing any information:
Address, phone contact or email address.
We can contact the provincial office for you to make the change as well as making the change
locally.
Send Changes to Joel Nasimok District 22 Communication/Member Services Co-ordinator
nasimok@rogers.com 416-398-0733
The Twenty-Second Report is published three times per year - in January, April/May,
August/September or as required.
Deadline for submissions is three weeks prior to the month of publication.
We reserve the right to edit and/or condense all contributions and submissions.
Please send your stories, jokes, anecdotes, columns, comments, criticism,
letters and pictures to: William McIlroy
( 416-702-1008
8 district22newsletter@gmail.com

Canadian Publication Mail Agreement
#40032154

Return Address:
District 22 RTO/ERO
c/o 1508 - 475 The West Mall
Etobicoke M9C 4Z3
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