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Twenty-Second Report
District 22 Etobicoke and City of York

The Retired Teachers of Ontario
les enseignantes et enseignants retraites de l’Ontario

Winter 2016

2015 Trips and Fall Luncheon
Calendar of Events
• February 18 Have a Java
• March 14 Lunch Club
• March 17 Have a Java
• April 5 Executive Meeting
• April 11 Lunch Club
• April 19 Chorus Line, Stratford
• April 21 Have a Java
• May 3 Executive Meeting
• May 9 Lunch Club
• May 19 Have a Java
• May 19 Mamma Mia, Kitchener
• June 7 AGM & June Luncheon,
Crowne Plaza
• June 16 Have a Java
• June 16 Stoney Lake Cruise,
Kawarthas
• October 12 Alice in Wonderland,
Shaw Festival
• November 24 Sister Act,
Dunfield Theatre, Cambridge
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President’s Message
It was
the best
of times,
it was the
worst of
times, it
was the age
of wisdom,
it was the
age of
foolishness,
it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity... A Tale of Two Cities
Charles Dicken’s oft quoted
beginning of A Tale of Two Cities
is an apt description of the state
of events and the human condition
worldwide as we make the transition
to 2016. The ‘sunny ways’ of
the new federal government, the
diminishing loonie, events in the
middle east and worldwide, the
economic uncertainty and fluctuation
of oil production, the US Presidential
elections, a promising accord on
climate change are some of the
events and conditions which have
captured our attention.
Many of us are or may soon be
involved with the resettlement of
refugees and it goes without saying
that as educators, our members have
a vast range of experience which
can provide invaluable support and
contribution to the various groups
looking for and relying on volunteers.
At times it seems more and more
that change becomes the new
constant. We adapt, some of us
more slowly than others, to the
technological advances and smart
phones and watches.

‘Fitbits’ and other devices are
quickly becoming the order of the
day. Apps for newspapers, streaming
music and even prosaic shopping
lists are legion. Whether or not our
members will ever benefit from
driverless cars remains to be seen!
There have been changes at the
federal and provincial level which
may influence how we structure our
finances. Here are some practicalities
to consider. The contribution limit to
TFSA has been rolled back to $5500.
The newly revised Ontario Probate
law may not only influence our
estate planning but will also affect
any of us appointed as an executor.
It is essential to stay abreast of
the changes to ensure proper
administration of estates as well as
protection against liabilities. Changes
to traffic rules concern both motorists
and pedestrians at crosswalks. All
motorists & cyclists must come to a
complete stop until pedestrians finish
crossing the road. There is also more
onus on pedestrians who are now
required not to enter a crosswalk if an
approaching vehicle is deemed too
close to be able stop.
Our website www.district22.rto-ero.
org has been updated for easier
access and members are encouraged
to log in regularly. There are links to
websites, pertinent articles on current
issues posted as well as information
on upcoming events.
Let us continue to care for
ourselves, each other and our
communities with hopeful optimism
in all we do to influence good
outcomes in 2016.

District 22 Executive
2015 – 2016
Past President
Gary Parkinson
416-621-1619
President
Sheila Tait
416-767-2406
1st Vice President
Claudia Mang
416-626-0798
2nd Vice President
Karl Sprogis
905-625-4839
Secretary
Janet Thacker
905-503-1484
Treasurer
Harold Royle
416-741-2781
Awards
Sharon Kular
416-241-7278
Goodwill
Maryanne Chard
416-626-1353
Health/Insurance
Anne McIlroy
416-237-0115
Member at Large
Marilyn Jones
416-237-0251
Member at Large
Bonnie Hamilton
905-276-3049
Membership/Recruitment
Adele Pick
416-622-7361
Membership/Telephone
Lynn Farquharson
905-891-9838
Newsletter
Helen Gill
416-536-9953
Pensions/Retirement Concerns
Janis McCaskill
905-857-1187
Political Advocacy
Art Witham
416-242-3207
Social
Judy Paton
416-769-1373
Travel
Pamela Guy
416-245-5201
Webmaster
Joel Nasimok
416-398-0733
http://district22.rto-ero.org

Sheila Tait, President District 22

Do you have a new address?
Do you have other changes to personal information or benefits questions?
The Retired Teachers of Ontario/les enseignantes et enseignants retraités de l’Ontario
Suite 300, 18 Spadina Road, Toronto ON M5R 2S7
Phone: 1-800-361-9888 (toll-free); Toronto area: 416-962-9463
Email: info@rto-ero.org or www.rto-ero.org
For uninterrupted mailings from District 22 and RTO/ERO
RTO/ERO Group Benefits Program administered by Johnson Inc.
Contacts:
By mail - 18 Spadina Road, Suite 100, Toronto ON M5R 2S7
By phone - Toronto Area: 416-920-7248 Toll free: 1-877-406-9007 Fax: 416-920-0939 Email: rto-ero@johnson.ca
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Fall Luncheon

Submitted by Judy Paton,
Social Convenor

Our Annual Fall Luncheon took
place at The Lambton Golf and
Country Club, on Wednesday,
November 18, 2015. The weather
was just what I ordered but lacked
the sunshine. However, once inside,
no one noticed. The turnout was
great and we filled the room with a
warm and happy atmosphere, as
friends and colleagues gathered
together. The meals of white roughy,
chicken and vegetable lasagna
were each delicious. The afternoon
was complete as we enjoyed the
entertainment provided by The
Blazing Fiddles. They definitely
bring out the smiles with their music
and energy.

Next Steps

Membership Report

Submitted by Claudia Mang,
1st Vice-President

We welcome new members to
RTO District 22.

By now we are well into the New
Year, and it is time for your executive
to begin making plans for the next
year. In this edition of our newsletter,
you will find the information for our
very popular upcoming excursions.
These usually fill up very quickly, so if
you are interested in travelling on one
of these day-trips, make your
plans soon.
Over the past two years, we have
offered our members a number of
workshops including downsizing your
home, the murals of Islington Village,
and two workshops on the use of the
Apple iPad tablet. We would like to
offer more of these types of events to
our members and are asking: “What
are you interested in learning about?”
We have some ideas like estate
planning and preparing a will.
For the past two years, we have run
a coffee club called Have-a-Java at
Cloverdale Mall’s Second Cup Café
on the third Thursday of the month.
The District would be interested
in offering other opportunities
for socializing like a book club or
bridge club but these require some
volunteers from our membership to
host these events. If you have an idea
for a social activity or would like to
volunteer to host an event, please
let your executive know. We are very
open to your ideas and would love to
hear from you.
You can send your ideas to me at
cmang@bell.net .
I hope to hear from you.

Submitted by Adele Pick
Rosemary Alexander
Adele Allan
Roberta Awde
Marguerite Amos
Brent Bailey
Kenneth Barnard
Deborah Bonk
Cathy Brody
Anne Chomica
Martin Christie
Eleanor Crymble-Shapero
Peter de Vries
Lynn Dodwell
Jane Di Girolamo
Deborah Duncan
Terrence Finucan
Chris Gavaris
Nora Grando
Ann Grimwood Wilson
Ellen Ison
Margaret Jerzsa-Latta
Darlene Leaver
Mary Lewandowski
Barbara MacArthur
Louise MacArthur
Jennifer MacKay
Carole Macinnes-Rae
Deborah MacKenzie
Marianne Marmash
Janice Patten
Margaret Power
Rose Ramundi
Ruth Ressor
Kim Robinson
Ann Sabetti
Felix Salazar
Donna Skibinski
Janet Taskey
Shirley Toogood
Sherley Valo
Lana Vyte
Richard Ward
Marina Wieland
Zmagoslava Wolk

From the Awards Corner
Submitted by Sharon Kular

Once again, the Fall Luncheon
proved to be a very enjoyable outing.
Please be sure to get your group
together again next year!

The Awards Committee has
launched its annual search for three
District 22 members who have
devoted much of their time in
retirement to voluntary community
activities. They may be eligible for
District 22’s Outstanding Community
Service Award.
District 22 has three $1,000 awards
to be given to each recipient’s charity
of choice. Simply have 3 members
nominate a member by March 31, 2016. ☞

☞

Please send nominations to
Sharon Kular, Awards Committee
Chair, 5 Ashmill Court, Toronto,
M9A 4T7
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Each year the local and provincial
levels of RTO support scholarships
and charitable donations. If any of the
awards described below apply to you
or to a family member please note
the requirements and especially the
timelines.

2016 RTO/ERO
Provincial $1,000
Scholarship Program
Deadline Date: February 15, 2016
4:30 p.m.
The application for these
scholarships is an on-line form and
the student applicant gains access
to the application by entering the
sponsoring RTO/ERO member’s
membership number into the form.
Eligibility and Criteria
• Applicant is a resident, Canadian
citizen or a landed immigrant.
• Applicant’s relationship to
Member: child; step child
daughter-in-law or son-in-law,
grandchild; niece; nephew,
grandniece, grandnephew
In the case of teaching programs,
applicant is enrolled in the last year
of a program that will directly lead
to a career in teaching in Canada
and the completion of the program
provides the applicant with
teaching credentials that are
recognized by the appropriate
provincial teacher regulatory body.
In the case of all other programs,
applicant is enrolled in the last
year/semester of a program that is
recognized at a Canadian PubliclyFunded or Not-for-Profit College or
University.
The application form must be
completed on-line at the RTO/ERO
Provincial website:
http://www.rto-ero.org/programsservices/scholarship-program

2016 Project
Service to Others Award
The Project - Service to Others
Award is an initiative of the Provincial
RTO/ERO and has a multi-step
process involving both local and
provincial levels.
4

How the Program Works
1. Project – Service to Others
Applications are first submitted to
local RTO/ERO Districts for
consideration by February 28, 2016.
The local districts review all requests
and select one for approval,
forwarding it along to the Provincial
Office of RTO/ERO. In September
the applications from all locals are
considered by the Provincial Project
Service to Others Team and a
recipient selected.
Program Aims and Objectives
• To provide ﬁnancial assistance (to a
maximum of $4,000.00) to
education-related and/or other
community projects.
• To contribute to a variety of
projects and thereby raise the
profile of RTO/ERO and its
members, (retired educators and
non-educator employees of
Canadian School Boards or
education organizations who have
joined RTO/ERO) by demonstrating
that RTO/ERO and its members
care about their communities and
about public education, and are
willing to help others who need
assistance.
• To provide a means by which RTO/
ERO members can participate in
education, social and/or community
projects.
• To promote District/Unit
participation in local, provincial and
overseas educational/community
projects.
• To raise the proﬁle of RTO/ERO and
its members
• To demonstrate to the general
public that RTO/ERO’s members
continue to serve after retirement.
• To demonstrate to potential RTO/
ERO members that RTO/ERO is a
dynamic organization to which they
should consider belonging when
they retire from active teaching.
Types of Projects
The following is a list of examples
only and does not preclude other
types of projects:
• Local heritage and cultural projects.
• Support for initiatives from First
Nations’ communities.

• School day care for the children of
single teenage mothers.
• Special arts and education
programs for children.
• Support for the disadvantaged.
• Visitation/support programs for
shut-ins.
• Support for group homes.
• Support for initiatives in developing
countries.
• Crisis centres.
• Medical and social programs for
the needy.
• ESL, literacy and numeracy
programs.
• School dropout programs.
Last year’s recipient was District 22
member, Alice Casselman.

RTO/ERO’S Annual
Charitable Donation 2016
RTO/ERO will contribute $10,000
annually to a registered charity that
is respected and has a provincial,
national, and/or international status.
To nominate a potential recipient of
this RTO/ERO charitable donation
all Districts must provide rationale
for the nomination and submit their
application to the provincial office by
March 11, 2016.
For further information or details
about applications to any of these
funds or scholarships, please call (
the Awards Committee Chair, Sharon
Kular at 416-241-7278

Travel
Submitted by Irwin Kelly
and Pam Guy
Within this winter issue, you will
find the planned trips for 2016.
Please note the revised cancellation
dates. Other than that, no other
changes have been made for this
year. We are looking forward to a
wonderful year of enjoyable trips. The
sooner you make your reservation the
better is your seating. If you have any
special needs please mark them on
the registration form for Pam. Hope
you had a wonderful Christmas and
that 2016 is a healthy and prosperous
year for you.

District 22 Etobicoke and the City Of York

Pension and Retirement
Concerns
Submitted by Janis McCaskill

Tax time is around the corner.
There are resources which may be
useful when preparing 2015 Tax
Returns and a plethora of other
topics. Visit the RTO website, select
Members’ Centre and log in.
www.rto.ero.org
Some of the RTO-ERO resources
include:
• a comprehensive guide entitled
“2015 Year End Tax Tips”
• Fact Sheets on a variety of social,
health, legal, pension and financial
issues such as: CPP, OAS, CCAS,
Downsizing, Important Documents,
Osteoporosis and Home Security.
Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan
website has been updated. Check
it out at: otpp.com Members’ Sign In
Under What’s New
• Six Tips for tax time
• Three tax tips from the Canadian
Revenue Agency to help optimize
returns
1. You may be able to claim up to
$2,000 of pension income. Take
a look at your T4A. The amount
in box 016 is your eligible amount
on line 314 of your tax return. Visit
the website to learn more about the
pension income amount.
2. Are you 65 years or older? Seniors’
discounts aren’t the only things that
you can benefit from now. The CRA
has a deduction you can claim on
your return. If your net income is
less than $80,980 this may be
applicable to you.
3. Did you just retire in 2014? The
CRA offers a resource to help you
understand your retirement income
and the deductions you may be
able to claim.
Under Your Pension
• Information on your pension
including the ability to update
personal information and increase
tax deductions.

Identity Theft
News items about identity theft
occur often in the media. The
crime of identity theft occurs when

someone, without knowledge or
permission, acquires personal
information and uses it to commit
fraud. This can happen in various
ways. RTO-ERO has produced a fact
sheet that is worth each member’s
time and attention. A brief excerpt is
included here. The full document is
available from the Members’ Centre
on the RTO-ERO provincial website.
Stolen Mail and Trash
Mail or documents containing
financial data or other personal
information should not be placed
into the trash or recycle bin. Invest
in a cross-cut or diamond shredder
to shred any document that lists
personal information. This includes
those ‘free-approved’ credit offers
mailed to your home. Do not leave
mail to gather in rural post boxes or
neighbourhood mega boxes.
Credit Reports
Request a credit report and check
for unauthorized inquiries, address
changes, unexplained transactions.
If you suspect you are a victim of
identity theft, report this to Trans
Union (1.877.525.3823) and Equifax.
Cheques, Bank/Credit Cards and
Statements
Review the statements online or in
hardcopy as soon as they arrive.
Report any questionable activity right
away. Do not put your telephone
number on cheques.
ATMs or Point of Sale Keypads
Paying with debit or credit cards
is convenient, but be aware that
thieves can compromise the keypad
machines or use tiny cameras and
steal your data. Shield the keypad
when you process your transaction.
Either pay at the cash register in
person or request that the terminal be
brought to you. Do not let staff take
your card elsewhere on the premises.
Your card should be swiped only
once. Do not write your PIN number
on your card.
Internet and Email
Take the time to install anti-virus
software on new computers before
going online. Protect your wireless
router with a password to prevent
unauthorized access. Avoid storing
your passwords on your hard drive.
This information can be harvested

by canny thieves and their software.
Never click on a link and then input
your personal information. Regularly
update virus protection, upgrade
your firewall and install updates to
your operating system when these
are released by the manufacturer.
Avoid aiding and abetting spam.
This happens when you forward
along jokes, chain letters and other
hoaxes. It is better to copy and paste
the funny joke into a new message
and send it individually. If sending an
item to a whole list of your contacts,
use the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy)
function so that the addresses of
your contacts are not seen.
Phishing and Spoofing
Spoofing is the means by which con
artists trick you into downloading
malware onto your machine. It
may look like a legitimate request
from your bank or other reputable
institution to act quickly to prevent
identify theft by clicking on a link
within the message. Delete these
messages immediately without
opening them. Clicking on the link in
these messages will allow malware to
enter your machine and compromise
your operating system and data.
Phishing happens when a legitimate
looking message takes you to a
fake website where you have been
conned into entering personal data.
Legitimate financial institutions do
not contact clients regarding their
accounts via email.
General Information
Safeguard your personal information,
preferably out of sight and in a water
and fire proof safe box. Do not
carry SIN cards, birth certificates
or passports unless necessary.
Keep photocopies of all credit and
personal information cards. Change
passwords regularly and avoid using
obvious passwords such as the
names of your children or mother’s
maiden name. If using a credit card
for on-line payments, make sure it
is on a secure site, beginning with
https.
Additional information can be found
in the fact sheet. Use your password
and sign in to the Members’ Centre
on the RTO-ERO website and see
what other helpful information is
there.
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Corresponding
Membership
Submitted by Adele Pick
Non-members of District 22 can
receive copies of our mailings for an
annual fee of $10. Make your cheque
payable to RTO District 22 and mail
to: Adele Pick 1508-475
The West Mall, Etobicoke M9C 4Z3

Changes to the Estate
Administration Tax Act
(EATA)
Update from RTO/ERO
In January 2015, a new Regulation
under EATA was enacted related to
information required under various
sections of the Act. Provincial Office
staff sought clarification from legal
counsel about the impact of the
Regulation as well information about
specific savings plans belonging
to deceased individuals. Some
highlights follow.

• Information about a deceased
person must be provided by the
estate representative (trustee) no
later than 90 days after an estate
certificate is issued.
• Information requested, includes:
Name, Address, Date of Birth, Date of
Death, complete list of assets, Name
and contact information for estate
representative, and the date on which
the certificate was issued.
• Estate or Probate fees have not
changed
• There is no impact on the status
of various savings accounts
belonging to a deceased individual.
These plans, which include TaxFree Savings Accounts (TFSA),
Life Insurance policies, Registered
Retirement Savings Plans or Income
Funds (RRSPs or RRIFs), do not
6

form part of one’s estate, are passed
on outside of a will and, therefore, are
not subject to estate tax or probate
fees.
For further information, please refer to
the following websites:
• http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/tax/eat/
• https://www.oba.org/Sections/
Trusts-and-Estates-Law/News/
Estates-Administration-Tax-Act-formsand-filing
• http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/
ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach
/9955E~2/$File/9955E_Guide.pdf

Volunteer Opportunities
The work of volunteers is important
to our communities. Many retirees
of District 22 support a range of
volunteer organizations on a regular
or as-needed basis.
These two organizations have
asked us to include notices of their
need in our publication.

Volunteer Opportunities at
Sunnybrook!
Sunnybrook Health Sciences
Centre is recruiting volunteers for
a variety of roles. One 3-4 hour
shift per week can make a positive
difference for our patients! Greatest
need is during business hours,
Monday through Friday. For more
information and to apply please visit
www.sunnybook.ca or call Volunteer
Resources at 416-480-4129.
Toronto Pearson’s Volunteer
Program is looking for more qualified
individuals to come on board!
Welcome Team Members are
found in several locations throughout
Terminal 1 and Terminal 3 greeting
passengers, providing basic
information and directions. Volunteer
Team Members receive training and
mentoring from airport employees
and experienced Welcome Team
members. Volunteers make a one
year commitment to a four-hour shift

Monday through Sunday, receive
a uniform vest and jacket and get
complimentary parking for the day of
their shift.
Potential volunteers must attend a
Volunteer Information session in order
to complete an application and to
submit a resume. These information
sessions are held throughout the
year. Our own First Vice –President,
Claudia Mang, has recently taken
the training and begun her volunteer
duties at Toronto Pearson.
Visit the website for regular
updates. http://www.torontopearson.
com/en/careers/welcometeam/#

My Other Volunteer Job:
The Welcome Team
Submitted by Claudia Mang,
1st Vice-President

Last year, I wrote about my
volunteer position at the Toronto Zoo
as a tour guide and information table
attendant. I enjoy volunteering in
positions where I can help others
learn. I also enjoy meeting people
from other places who visit our
fair city.
It was not a difficult decision to
apply to be a volunteer for the 2015
Pan Am and Parapan Am Games. I
thought I would be placed at a venue
greeting those attending an event or
taking tickets. This was not to be. I
was assigned a position at Toronto
Pearson International Airport. My
role was to greet athletes as they
arrived and make sure they knew
where they would be staying as
well as tagging baggage with the
proper codes so it would arrive at
the athlete’s destination. There were
some occasions when the athlete
arrived but their baggage did not, so
I became a go between with airlines
to locate the baggage. After a few
days of this, my role changed slightly.
There were many VIPs arriving
and they needed escorts to guide
them through the airport to their
transportation and this became my
role for a while. These guests wanted
information about Toronto and since
I’m a born and bred Torontonian I was
chosen for this. It was fascinating
Con’t Page 7
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meeting members of the Olympic
Committees from the Pan Am
countries who were coming to
observe the games. There were also
visitors from Europe and Australia
who arrived to observe how the
Games were being run here in
the GTA.
Another task assigned to me was
handling the information booths in
the arrivals level of the Pearson
terminals. These booths, located in
the international arrivals area, were
the first information centres that
arriving passengers saw. Many who
came to the booths were not arriving
for the games, but wanted general
information about Toronto. I enjoyed
that part of my position the most.
During my time at Pearson for
the Games I saw people wearing
different coloured uniforms. The
colour of the uniform designated their
job at the airport. Being the curious
person that I am, I just asked what
they did at the airport. From them I
learned that the bright yellow jackets
designated customer service reps,
the red jackets were those who were
tasked with assisting passengers
with disabilities, those dressed in
black were security personnel. And
then there were the people dressed
in blue jackets or vests. These were
volunteer members of the Welcome
Team. This I could handle.
Since our breakroom was on the
arrivals level of Terminal 1, I asked
about the welcome volunteers,
was led to the GTAA website and
discovered that the Welcome Team
was based there but had given
their space temporarily for the
Pan Am volunteers. I guess the
powers that be were impressed
with the Pan Am volunteers and we
were approached about interest in
joining the Welcome Team. I was
ready for this and jumped at the
chance. After completing a form
indicating my interest, I was invited
to an information session. After
the session, I filled out the rather
lengthy application form, attended
an interview and was accepted into
the training program. The training
requires completion of several online
courses as well as attending about
25 hours of training sessions, and

getting a police clearance letter.
After the training came 16 hours of
shadowing a current Welcome Team
Volunteer.
Now I am a member of the Toronto
Pearson Welcome Team but my
training is not yet complete. I still
have several more online courses to
qualify for volunteer positions in the
secure areas of the airport. During
my shifts, I assist travellers in finding
their way around the Pearson Airport
Terminals. Often it only involves
giving directions. Sometimes I escort
passengers from one location to
another especially those who have
difficulty understanding verbal
directions due to their inexperience
in English or have some kind of
disability. I’m brushing up on my
French since it is an official language.
I’ve gotten hugs, hearty handshakes,
as well as big smiles and a thank you
for the help I have provided. It has
been both interesting and rewarding
to know that I have been
of assistance.

What’s Happening?
AGM & June Luncheon

Judy Paton, Social Convenor
Please be sure and mark your
calendar for the upcoming AGM &
June Luncheon on Tuesday, June
7, 2016, at the Crowne Plaza. The
information will be available in the
next newsletter and on the website.
Please note that the day has changed
from Wednesday to Tuesday. The
AGM is important and the luncheon
is always enjoyable.
Monthly Lunch Club
Submitted by Adele Pick
Betty and I organize a monthly
gathering at a local restaurant on
the second Monday of each month.
Won’t you join us? Our Christmas
buffet lunch was held again at the
Glen Erin Inn in Mississauga with 15
retired teachers and their friends.
Mark your calendar for March 14,
April 11, and May 9.
Contacts:
Adele Pick ( 416-622-7361
8 xyzpick@yahoo.com OR
Betty Nykolaychuk ( 905-278-5382
8 bnykolaychuk@hotmail.com

Modern Square Dancing

Exercising while dancing is so
enjoyable! Come and try modern
square dancing every Friday night at
7 p.m. No partner needed but who
knows whom you may meet.
Location: Christ the King Church
auditorium, 475 Rathburn Road,
Etobicoke (just west of Hwy 427)
Contact:
Adele Pick ( 416-622-7361
8 xyzpick@yahoo.com and
Aaron Goodman ( 905-896-4217
8 agvmg@rogers.com

Bereavements
Submitted by Adele Pick
We offer our sympathy to the family
and friends losing their loved ones
Arthur Amos
Claude Bell
Betty Casey
Patricia Christie
Maurice Chomica
Dorothy Cross
John Harbron
Stewart Hill
William Lacroix
Peter MacKenzie
Jean Mansfield
Marion Peart
John Pickering
Janet Reid
Sandy Sidarous
Gordon Walker
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Our second iPad Workshop With Pamela Tabak

Mastering the
iPad Workshop
Submitted by Joel Nasimok,
RTO-ERO District 22 Webmaster
On November 5th we had our
second presentation on the iPad at
Tapestry. This workshop, facilitated
by Pamela Tabak, was well attended
by a group interested in learning
about the iPad and improving their
skills.
Attendees found the workshop
informative, and in the evaluations,
the majority of the group wanted
to continue with more sessions in
the future. As a result, additional
workshops are being planned
beginning in April. The time and cost
will be sent out in an information
bulletin by Email and will be available
on our website:
http://district22.rto-ero.org/
If we do not have your Email,
contact either the President or the
Webmaster of District 22.
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What are you reading?
On Author Michael Connolly
Submitted by Dorothy Garvin
Michael Connolly is cited by
Gentlemen’s Quarterly as the best
mystery writer in the world. One of
my favourites is his book the Lincoln
Lawyer, also available as a movie.
His lawyer, Mickey Haller uses his
Lincoln (his car) as his law office.
The lovable but complicated Harry
Bosch (now seen on TV) is his police
contact in a very good alliance with
amusing and surprising results.
Connelly does not use gratuitous
violence in his books. Rather, he
reveals good insight into all kinds of
motivations in his villains and heroes.
He writes well and holds our interest
easily. I have enjoyed many titles
including City of Bones, Last Light,
The Narrows, The Closers and Echo
Park. California is the setting and a
good winter retreat.

Ru, author Kim Thuy
Submitted by Helen Gill
The book, Ru, by Kim Thuy (2009) is
recipient of many international and
national awards including Canada
Reads, 2015, Governor General’s
Literary Award for Fiction, 2010, and
as a Giller finalist, 2012. Although
a work of fiction, it is based on
the escape of Kim Thuy’s family
by boat from Vietnam, through life
in a Malaysian refugee camp and
resettlement in Quebec. The book
reads like poetry, some chapters
only half a page long. The author
shares vignettes of her life from
adulthood, and childhood both in
the palatial residence in Vietnam,
the horror of the refugee camps
and growing up in Granby, Quebec
where, “…The town of Granby was
the warm belly that sheltered us
during our first year in Canada. The
locals cosseted us one by one.”
Like many of our membership, I
remember the ‘boat people’ from
the mid 1970’s and 80’s and taught

in Toronto communities where many
of the refugees settled. As a first
year teacher, I was exhausted just by
‘being a teacher’; trying plan, teach,
and grade on top of figuring out how
to communicate with non speakers of
English in my classes. I had not much
energy left for much thought beyond
what I heard in the news regarding
the circumstances of their escape
and arrival. This book provides that.
It sticks to your ribs, leaving much
to think about for days and days.
I am sure there are many parallels
between what was endured by these
refugees of the 70’s and 80s and the
Syrian refugees arriving in Canada
each week of this New Year. This is a
must read for anyone who never was
nor will ever be a refugee.
The Ward
(Editor John Lorinc and others)
Submitted by Helen Gill
In the past few weeks, I have become
enamored with short stories and
have carried my copy of The Ward
(2015) with me on the transit and
in waiting rooms. It never fails that
someone will glance at the cover
and announce “I grew up in the
Ward’, or ‘My parents lived in The
Ward when they first arrived in
Canada.” The book is a collection
of short essays and anecdotes
about life in this area of Toronto now
vanished, but underfoot beneath the
office towers and mega hospitals
of University Avenue, beneath the
Nathan Phillips Square, beneath the
Eaton Centre and new condos along
Bay and south of Queen’s Park. A
wide range of topics is presented
by about 30 different contributors,
many of whom are prominent figures
in public broadcasting as well public
health, urban development, law,
resettlement and civic engagement.
Many of the contributors recount
their parents’ and grandparents’
stories of growing up in the Ward,
the multi-ethnic, high poverty area
now home to the financial and
hospital districts of Toronto. The
maps and many photographs of that
time and place will help you see the

‘ghosts’ that linger in the shortened
streets and blocked lanes of current
downtown Toronto, between Bay
and University Avenues. Many of the
episodes illustrate our city’s growth
and development in areas of public
health, civic engineering, finance,
education and poverty. There are
many parallels to be drawn between
the lives of new immigrants of then
and now. It is amazing how some
things just seem to stay the same in
spite of the advantages and wealth of
the city and country 100 years past
the days of The Ward.
Across Canada by Story, (2015)
author Douglas Gibson
Submitted by Helen Gill
The collection of short stories is
sub-titled A Coast-to-Coast Literacy
Adventure. The author travels across
the 10 provinces and regales us with
gossip of his visits with many of our
Canadian authors and artists with
whom he visits during his travels.
He includes descriptions of the ‘feel’
of the area and tosses in interesting
bits of history that we never found
inside the covers of a text book, but
maybe should have. My advice for
readers is to turn to the section that
encompasses the area of Canada
where you grew up. Read that first,
then hop around the book to other
regions of the country. You will be
surprised at what you find there.
For instance, in the chapter titled
‘In the middle of Canada’, areas
of southwestern Ontario where I
grew up are included. Gibson, in
his storytelling voice, shares a tidbit
about my hometown of Leamington,
Ontario. The same town that brought
you canned tomatoes and Heinz
ketchup is also the hometown of
Nino Ricci, author of Lives of the
Saints, winner of the Governor
General’s award in 1990, later made
into a movie starring Sophia Loren. It
just so happens, that a student from
my very first class, Saverio Mancina,
now a US-based publicist, has Nino
Ricci as one of his clients. How is
that for six degrees of separation?
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TRAVEL 2016
ALL CHEQUES must be made payable to “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC.”. The cheques will still be mailed to PAM GUY,
but cheques must be made out for EACH tour and dated as requested with the trip. Pam must also have all the names
to include on the trip. If the trip becomes fully booked, we will establish a WAIT LIST. If you cancel more than thirty days
prior to the trip a full refund will be made.
If you cancel closer to the trip than LISTED PAYMENT DATE you may forfeit your payment, if a substitute cannot
be found.
WE REQUIRE A MINIMUM OF 40 PARTICIPANTS FOR EACH TRIP.
ALL TRIPS will depart from CENTENNIAL PARK SE PARKING LOT (Centennial Park Rd. just North of Rathburn)

CHORUS LINE

STRATFORD FESTIVAL

TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2016

On stage, they move as one. But each member of that glittering line has a unique history of hope and heartbreak, revealed in the life stories they share in this inspiring musical masterpiece. This should prove to be a wonderful start for
2016. Some shopping time in downtown Stratford, followed by a wonderful 3 choice meal – Demetre’s Family Eatery and
then a great play, a great theatre – Festival Theatre, great seating – orchestra.
Depart: 9:30 a.m.
Payment due by March 19, 2016
Price: $135 per Person
MAMMA MIA, Drayton Festival Theatre

THURSDAY May 19, 2016

This is one of our usual tours with a little twist. On this trip we will travel first to St Jacob’s Market. Here you will have
ample time to browse the vendor area, pick up many products that interest you and find a spot for LUNCH. You are
responsible for your lunch or snack. Following this stop we will travel to the DRAYTON FESTIVAL THEATRE for their
presentation of Mamma Mia. The music of ABBA used in a play set on the Greek Islands. Following the play we travel to
GOLF’S STEAKHOUSE in Kitchener. The twist, of course, is no lunch, a good supper. It should be a wonderful day with
a little later return time – 8:00 pm.
Departure 9:30 AM
Payment due by April 19, 2016
Price: $120 per
Person
STONEY LAKE CRUISE

Thursday, June 16, 2016

On this pleasant outing, we travel to the historic Viamede Resort, in the Kawartha Lakes region. Enjoy a delicious buffet
lunch in the 1885 dining room, overlooking Stoney Lake. After lunch, step on board the “Kawartha Spirit”, the largest Canadian Coast Guard approved vessel serving the Kawarthas. Enjoy a two hour voyage as we cruise this picturesque lake
and enjoy the breathtaking scenery. A live commentary is provided giving you the fascinating history and local points of
interest in and around Stoney Lake.
Departure 9:00 AM
Payment due by May 16, 2016
Price: $94 per person

SOUTHERN ONTARIO TRAIN EXCURSION

September xx, 2016

WE ARE TRYING TO COMPLETE THE DETAILS FOR THE ABOVE. At this time no details are available but we will
keep you informed as soon as we have more information.
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ALICE in WONDERLAND - SHAW FESTIVAL WEDNESDAY, October 12, 2016
The tale of Alice’s adventures underground is brought to life in a newly commissioned adaptation, written especially for
the Shaw acting company. Delight in the stunning visuals and theatrical magic as we meet the Cheshire Cat, the Mad
Hatter, the Mock Turtle and the Queen of Hearts and watch Alice try to make sense of this world of grown-up nonsense.
A magical, musical experience for adults and children alike! We will enjoy a brief stop at Picard Peanuts prior to our
buffet lunch at the Pillar and Post.
Depart 9:00 AM
Payment due by September 1, 2016
Price: $140 per person
SISTER ACT – DUNFIELD Theatre Cambridge,

THURSDAY, November 24, 2016

Our first stop will be at the Butterfly Conservatory to witness the amazing beauty of these wonderful creatures. Following
that visit we will proceed to the MANDARIN Restaurant for a fantastic buffet lunch, and then on to our Orchestra seating
for the play. Based on the hit movie starring Whoopi Goldberg, Sister Act is filled with glorious gospel-inspired music,
dancing, and an uplifting story that celebrates sisterhood, Sister Act will leave you jumping for joy. Don’t miss the
habit-forming musical comedy that gives audiences a reason to rejoice!
Departs 9:00 AM
Payment due by October 14, 2016
$114 per person

✄

✄

✄

TRIP REGISTRATION FORM 2015
NAME:_____________________________ ADDRESS__________________________
PHONE:__________________e-mail (best contact)_____________________________
MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC.” and attach list of attendees.
A CHORUS LINE STRATFORD FESTIVAL
MAMMA MIA DRAYTON FESTIVAL
STONEY LAKE CRUISE
ALICE IN WONDERLAND SHAW FESTIVAL
SISTER ACT Cambridge

TICKETS REQUIRED
TICKETS REQUIRED
TICKETS REQUIRED
TICKETS REQUIRED
TICKETS REQUIRED

PLATE No. of vehicles left in Parking lot _________________
A cheque for each trip must accompany this registration.

@
$135.00 =
@
$120.00 =
@
$94.00 =
@
$140.00 =
@
$114.00 =
TOTAL Enclosed $

__________________

For more information please contact either: Pam Guy ( 416-245-5201 8 pamguy@rogers.com
OR: Irwin Kelly ( 905-822-3334 8 irwinkelly@rogers.com
Mail registration with cheque(s) payable to “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC” to:
Pamela Guy, 16 Sun Row Drive, Toronto, ON M9P 3H4
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Coffee Club
YOU ARE INVITED!
Have A Java On Us….
Join us on the third Thursday of each month at Second Cup in Cloverdale Mall from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for some
refreshment and socializing! All members are welcome!
You will be given a coupon toward the cost of your refreshments, when you sign in.

RTO DISTRICT 22
HAVE A JAVA ON US

The Twenty-Second Report is published three times per year - in January, April/May,
August/September or as required.
Deadline for submissions is three weeks prior to the month of publication.
We reserve the right to edit and/or condense all contributions and submissions.
Please send your stories, jokes, anecdotes, columns, comments, criticism,
letters and pictures to: Helen Gill
( 416-536-9953
8 hgrto22@gmail.com

Canadian Publication Mail Agreement
#40032154

Return Address:
District 22 RTO/ERO
c/o 1508 - 475 The West Mall
Etobicoke M9C 4Z3
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