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7 iPad Seminar
11 District 22 Executive meeting
12 Square Dancing for
Beginners starts
14 Square Dancing for
Advanced starts
14 iPad Seminar
18 D22 Movie Afternoons
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District 22 Executive meeting
Welcome Breakfast for
NEW Members, 9:30 a.m.,
Markland Wood G & C Club
9 D22 Movie Afternoons
18 Have-a-Java, 10:00 a.m.
Hot Oven Bakery, Cloverdale
Mall
29-31 Provincial Senate
6 District 22 Executive meeting
13 D22 Movie Afternoons
15 Have-a-Java, 10:00 a.m.
Hot Oven Bakery, Cloverdale
Mall
21 Fall Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.,
Markland Wood G & C Club
20 Have-a- Java, 10:00 a.m.
Hot Oven Bakery, Cloverdale
Mall
8 District 22 Executive Meeting
17 Have-a-Java, 10:00 a.m.
Hot Oven Bakery, Cloverdale
Mall

Some great
pictures of
the items that
were up for
bid during
our Tea,
Trivia & Silent
Auction held
April 11, 2018
at Markland
Wood Golf
Course
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President’s Message

It is with great pride that I assume the Presidency of District 22 , Etobicoke-York, and I
hope that I will provide the service and leadership that all past Presidents of this district
have provided to the membership. In that regard, I would like to thank Claudia Mang for
the leadership that she has provided for the last two years and I will be counting on her in
her role as Past President for advice on issues and best practices. At our Annual meeting
in June the members also elected an exceptional group of people to perform a variety of
important functions as the District Executive for 2018 – 2019. As with Claudia, I will be
relying on them for their expertise and advice on how best to serve the members. When this
newsletter reaches you, one of the events that will be facing the executive is the Provincial
Senate that will be held near the end of October, I will be going as a voting Senator and
will be joined in this capacity by Janet Thacker, our First Vice-President and as Observers,
Second Vice-President, Anne McIlroy and Past President, Claudia Mang. As many of you know, a new governance
model was in place for the last Senate meeting in May of this year. This was a major change for how RTO/ERO
as a provincial body conducted business. The up-coming Senate will also be different from our past practices. If
members have issues and/or concerns, I ask that they send them to me so that these may be placed before our
executive for discussion and then possibly before the Senate in October for discussion. I cannot promise at this time
how issues placed before the Senate will be dealt with because again this will be new ground for the meeting. Of
course, a report will be made to District 22 members of any outcomes.
One of the major changes that occurred with the new governance model was that the RTO/ERO Constitution was
replaced by governing By-laws. This will also have to be done with District 22’s Constitution. Along with her role as
Past President, Claudia Mang will undertake to make the necessary changes and once this is completed, members
will be directed to where it can be found on our web site. There should not be much of a change to how business is
conducted in District 22.
Once our editor, Bill McIlroy has completed his excellent work on this Newsletter and it has reached you either as a
hard copy or in digital format, the Summer months will have come to an end and Fall and its events will be coming
along. I encourage all members, especially our new ones to read our newsletter fully and look for email blasts for
important up-coming events. It is also important to pay close attention to the Provincial RTO/ERO publication,
Renaissance, for important information.
The Board of Governors, our Executive Director, Jim Grieve, and staff at the Provincial office did some exceptional
work in connecting with members of the government, not only in Ottawa but also at Queen’s Park, to advocate on
issues important and critical to retirees from the educational community. It was reported that this advocacy was
taken very seriously and it seemed that Provincial RTO/ERO would be looked to for consultation on these issues.
With the change of government in Ontario in June, there may be change also to what degree our advocacy on
important issues to us will be taken into account. Only time will tell, but it is an important area to keep an eye on.
I hope that all members had a wonderful summer full of exciting, interesting, satisfying and adventuresome events.
And I look forward to meeting many of you at our up-coming functions, workshops, seminars and socials.
And in closing, carrying on a tradition, as always – “Here for you now… Here for your future.”

Karl Sprogis, President, RTO District 22 (Etobicoke/York)

District 22 Executive 2018 – 2019
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With deep regrets we report the
passing of these members

Corinne Deverell
Elizabeth Coll
Gordon Gemmell
Gordon Main
John McGuigan
John Takahashi
Carolyn Weedmark
Iona Willson
Alan Forrest
John Gardiner
Leon Lenchner
Joy Moore
Carl Robinson
Luise Zabarylo
Bernice Casey
Lillian Craft
Gary Penhale

D22 MOVIE CLUB

The District 22
Movie Club, has
concluded
year one. We began last October with
the film Victoria and Abdul and ended
with Ocean’s 8 in June. In between
we viewed a variety of movies from an Oscar nominee, to a
comedy and also a sci-fi film. All films were at the Queensway
Cinemas. Afterwards, we adjourned to the Kelsey’s
Restaurant to have a short discussion, coffee and dessert, or
sometimes even dinner. A lively chat always ensued!
If you would like to join us for the 2018-19 season, contact
Mary Jean Ricci and Claudia Mang at d22movieclub@gmail.
com to register. Include your full name and email address in
your response. We usually meet on the second Tuesday of
the month, barring any conflicts. Our new season begins on
Tuesday, September 18 (the second Tuesday of September
is an executive meeting day – conflict). If you’re already
registered you should receive your first email about the movie
about September 13.

For those who are new to the Club, one week before the
chosen movie, you will receive an email from the programme
directors naming the movie and the time, then respond to the
email if interested. Joining the Movie Club doesn’t mean you
have to come to all of the movies, however we had several
regulars!
SEE YOU AT THE MOVIES!
Claudia Mang & Mary Jean Ricci

Elizabeth Strathdee
John Calnan
Gordon Fleming
Nancy McDonald
Shirley Riddell
Phyllis MacNaughton
Dorothy McCabe
Felix Salazar
William Sloan
Terry Wilson
Robert Wood
Anita Grisonich
Jeanette Hilliard
Charles Hutchison
Peter Rollins
Mathana Serieux
Myriam Zagar

Square dancing
has so many
good points.
There are many health benefits
to SQUARE DANCING
beyond exercise.
Science proves dancing is
good for your brain.It increases
neural activity and can heal
your brain as it ages.Square
dancing improves muscle
movement achieving complex
moves through visualization.
New classes are beginning
7-9pm Thursday September
13 at Christ the King Church
basement 475 Rathburn Road,
Etobicoke.
Contact for information:
Adele Pick 416-622-7361
xyzpick@gmail.com
Aaron Goodman 905-8964217 agvmg@rogers.com.
You may be hooked.
Contact:Adele Pick :
416-622-7361
Aaron Goodman :
905-896-4217
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Welcome to RTO/ERO

Enjoy the benefits we offer. RTO/ERO no
longer has Full or Associate categories and
therefore will not be listed as such moving
forward. This brings the number of members
to 2547.
Dora Beziak
Timothy Brethour
Maureen Casey
John Chalmers
Mary Comi
Heather Graydon
Lorraine Lemieux
Rosina Lenadon
Anne MacDonald
Shelley Neal
Michele Phillippe
Joseph Polito
Marie Stephenson
Christy Temple
David Watkins
Christine Zellway
Donna Kowalchuk
Jeanette Lejbjuk
Julie Monpierre
Krystyna Olkovich
Eileen Rice
Maria Rodrigues
Betty Swift
Anne Zajaczkowski
Silvana Chiaino
Pauline Crosby
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Donna Firman
David Hartwell
Irma Krueger
Jennifer Lenchner
Josephine Muhic-Pellettier
Diane O’hara
Larysa Turczyn
William Zabarylo
Ann Marie Bachan
Joy Brown
Jadranka Capin
Tina Collins
Diomira Di Sabatino-Drago
Olivia Faraone
Gwen Fleming
Kelly Francis
Sean Hayes
Norman Johnston

Laurel Koumarelas
Marsha Logan
Lynda Rawski
Marilyn Villett
Donna Visentin
Peter Zinko
Deborah Alguire
Jennifer Brass
Clare Calnan
Elio DeVellis
Michael Gallagher
Yeganeh Hariri
Marie Kolody
George McDonald
Susan Ogurian
Sandra Smylie
Maureen Switzman
Jo-Anne Zapletal

Fall 2018

Fall Luncheon
Wednesday, November 21, 2018
Markland Wood Golf Club
245 Markland Drive, Etobicoke, ON, M9C 1R1
416-231-1114
Registration begins at 11:00 am
Pick up your name tag

Entertainment: Jim Farrauto
Dean Martin Impersonator

Lunch: served at 12:00 noon
Cost $40.00 per member, one guest at $40.00
Entrée Choices:
CH - Classic Chicken
F - 6 oz, Pan roasted, Maple, centre cut Fillet of Salmon
V - Eggplant Cannelloni
Sliced and roasted eggplant rolled with goat cheese and roasted peppers topped
with pecorino, toasted pine nuts, basil and tomato sauce on sautéed spinach
Cash Bar

No refunds after Nov. 9, 2018
Registration for District 22 – Fall Luncheon
Wednesday, November21, 2018
Markland Wood Golf Club
Name ……………………………………………......…………….
Indicate Choice of: CH

F

V

Name ……………………………………………………………….
Indicate Choice of: CH

F

V

Please make your cheque for the full amount payable to RTO District 22 and mail this
registration to Judy Paton, 152 Cordella Avenue, Toronto, ON M6N
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Tundra Swans

Last March our travelling group visited the Aylmer Wildlife Management Area to see the
TUNDRA SWANS. This area is a gathering spot for the SWANS on their northward journey to the
Artic where they will spend the summer. They winter in the Carolinas and even further south. They
are attracted to this area, in part, because the Wildlife Management group have provided tons of
corn to feed and nourish the birds (along with the omnipresent Canada Geese). If you have the
chance, take a couple of hours next March to see this amazing spectacle. It’s well worth the drive.

Submitted by Irwin Kelly and Pamela Guy
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Welcome Breakfast 2018
Presented by RTO-ERO District 22, Etobicoke and York
Wednesday, October 3, 2018
Come and celebrate our colleagues who have newly retired, at
the District 22 Breakfast at
Markland Wood Country Club
245 Markland Drive, (Corner of Bloor Street West and
Markland Drive, west of Mill Road) Etobicoke
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Registration/Coffee/Tea
Breakfast and Program

The program will introduce you to the District and the benefits of Membership. You will have the opportunity to meet representatives from some RTOERO partners.

Cost: Retired after Sept. 1, 2017: FREE
Buffet Menu:
Current Members: $25.00
Fresh assorted juices
Guests: $25.00
Fresh sliced fruit and berries
Assorted freshly baked mini breakfast pastries
Registration must be received by
Selection of toaster breads
September 26, 2018
Selection of preserves and butter
Scrambled eggs, home fried potatoes
If you wish to attend, please fill out
Smoked bacon and country style sausage
the form below.
Regular and decaffeinated coffee and tea

$

$

$

Welcome Breakfast 2018 - Wednesday, October 3,. 2018
Name: ____________________________ Email: ______________________________
Telephone: ________________________ Guest: ______________________________
#of Members @ $25 _____ # of Guests @ $25 _____ Cheque enclosed for $ ____________________
___________ New Member - retired after September 1, 2017 check here and attend for FREE
Please make cheque payable to: RTO/ERO District 22 and mail to:
Adele Pick, 475 The West Mall, Suite 1508, Toronto, ON, M9C 4Z3, Phone: 416-622-7361
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Pension and Retirement Concerns

The PRCC workshop scheduled in April, but was postponed due to the ice storm, has been
rescheduled for October 14th and 15th. The focus of this workshop will be senior social
isolation.
Results from OMERS and OTPP annual meetings
• OMERS has 482,000 members and has paid our 4 billion dollars in pension during
the last fiscal year. Their active to retired ration is 2:1.
• OTPP has 325,000 members and has paid out 5.9 billion dollars in pension during
the last fiscal year. Their active to retired ration is 1.3:1.
Websites to be checked regularly
• RTO website (www.rto-ero.org), currently being redesigned.
• Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan website (www.otpp.com)
Websites which may be of interest
• Canadian Snowbirds Association - information about issues affecting retirees who
have extended stays in the USA - www.snowbirds.org
• Pension Pulse - this blog can be followed at www.pensionpulse.blogspot.ca
• CAMH’s Geriatric Mental Health Services (GMHS) is dedicated to the provision of
specialized, interprofessional assessment, treatment, consultation and follow-up
services to older persons with mental health concerns, with or without addiction
issues. www.camh.ca

Working After Retirement
• A reminder as we begin a new school year. If you are planning on working after
retirement, it is imperative that you are well-versed on the rules and regulations and
contact Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan (www.otpp..com) with questions and/or
concerns.
• It is your responsibility to track your work days. To assist with the tracking of days,
OTPP has designed a mobile app called Worklog. Use Worklog to keep track of your
re-employment days and avoid a pension suspension. Worklog is free and available
for download, on Google Play and in the App Store.

Janis McCaskill

Report from the RTO/ERO Annual Meeting and Spring Senate 2018

On May 29th and 30th, 2018, RTO/ERO held its first
Annual Meeting and Spring Senate under the new governance model. District 22 was represented by Senators
Claudia Mang and Karl Sprogis. Also attending were
observers Sheila Tait and Janet Thacker. During the Annual meeting reports were received from the Chair of the
Board and the Executive Director, the Auditor, and the
Standing Committees (Audit, Benefits and Governance).
The Chair, Martha Foster, and Executive Director, Jim
Grieves, reported on the three strategic goals for the organization. These are: i) Be the trusted voice
of the broader education community; ii) Improving the lives of seniors and members; and iii) Broaden
the membership base. Details from all reports can be found on the Provincial website.
Elections for the new Board of Directors took place. The following members were elected: 3-year
8
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terms – Martha Foster, Martin Higgs, and Rich Profit; 2-year terms – Jacqueline Aird, Louise Guerin,
and William Huzar; 1-year terms – Richard Goodbrand, David Kendall and Gayle Manley. Martha
Foster was chosen as Chair and Rich Profit as Vice-chair.
Our Guest Speaker was The Honourable William G. Davis, former Premier of Ontario. Mr. Davis regaled us with stories about his time in office.
During the Spring Senate, Committee updates were received from the Chairs of the Standing and
Advisory Committees. These are: Audit, Benefits, Communications, Governance, Member Services,
Pension and Retirement Concerns, Political Advocacy, Project-Service to Others, and 50th Anniversary. These can also be found on the provincial website. An interactive branding session was carried
out to help in shaping RTO/ERO’s future. A presentation with practical strategies and input for volunteer engagement was also held.
The next Senate Meeting will be held on October 30th and 31st, 2018.
Claudia Mang, Past-President, Governance Chair

The Foundation
Exciting Announcement!

How fortunate are we to be RTO/
ERO members? As retirees from the education community, we have a natural network that
allows us access to a great medical plan, worry free travel and unlimited social interaction.
There’s so much going on in our District. We can sign up for iPad workshops, luncheons, coffee
get-togethers, day trips, square dancing and more. We are in fact, very social. We like getting
together.
When most people retire from their working lives, they do not have a cohesive group who shared
a common workplace....they often retire in isolation, or the isolation process begins once they
have turned the key to their office or desk for the last time. Even we, as RTO/ERO members can
fall prey to the social isolation monster. But here’s the good news, exciting news! The RTO/ERO
Foundation has stepped up and has recognized the need for research into social isolation in the
aging Canadian community.
New research identifies social isolation as more deadly than obesity. It hikes the risk of dementia
by a whopping 64 percent. As partners/spouses, friends and family drift away from us through
death or distance, or as we become less able, social isolation becomes our sentence. Surely
there are ways to lessen, even eliminate loneliness in the twilight years.
And here is our exciting news:
The Foundation, our Foundation, is declaring October Annual Social Isolation Awareness Month.
This isn’t just a proclamation, but a campaign that promises to deepen the national dialogue.
The plan is to raise awareness through facts, tips, action ideas. By empowering people, the
aim is to recognize and help those who are socially frail. And of course, the Foundation will be
supporting research on programs that focus on this important theme. During the month long
campaign, the Foundation’s goal is to become a key voice in the Canadian milieu.
Watch for more on “Engage: End Social Isolation” soon and think about making a donation to
show your support. I hope that you’re as excited as I am for the campaign.

Janet Thacker - Foundation Champion
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Travel 2018

ALL CHEQUES must be made payable to “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL
INC.”. The cheques will still be mailed to PAM GUY, but cheques must
be made out for EACH tour and dated as requested with the trip. Pam
must also have all the names to include on the trip. If the trip becomes
fully booked, we will establish a WAIT LIST. If you cancel more than
thirty days prior to the trip a full refund will be made. If you cancel
closer to the trip than LISTED PAYMENT DATE, if a substitute cannot
be found, you may forfeit your payment.
WE REQUIRE A MINIMUM OF 40 PARTICIPANTS FOR EACH TRIP. ALL
TRIPS will depart CENTENNIAL PARK South East PARKING LOT (Centennial Park Rd. just North of
Rathburn).
SHOPPING AND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

BUFFALO MALLS TUESDAY. DEC. 4, 2018

The day will start with a pleasant drive along the QEW. After crossing the border we will stop at the
PRIME OUTLET MALL where you will have time to shop and take a short break for lunch (at your
expense). Then we will travel to a smaller mall with a WALMART & THE CHRISTMAS TREE Store
for more shopping. Once we are shopped out we will travel to SALVATORE’S for our dinner. Then
back across the border and on to NIAGARA FALLS for the CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOUR. This looks
like a very full day. YOU MUST HAVE A VALID PASSPORT TO ENTER THE U.S.A
Departure 8:00 AM

Return 9:30 PM

Payment due by Nov. 4, 2018

$89.00 per person

Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls features over 200 designer outlets offering great savings of up to
75% off every day. It is anchored by Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5TH, Forever 21, Nike Factory and
Marshalls and is home to world-class brands like Burberry, BOSS Outlet, Coach, Cole Haan, Disney,
Kate Spade NY, Michael Kors, Polo Ralph Lauren, Tommy Hilfiger, Under Armour, Vera Bradley,
Victoria’s Secret and more. After shopping, enjoy dinner at one of the most beautiful restaurants in
the world, Salvatore’s. On our drive home we will travel the five kilometre route along the Niagara
Parkway, and through the Niagara Parks Winter Wonderland.

$

$

$

TRIP REGISTRATION FORM 2018
NAME: _____________________________________ ADDRESS__________________________________
PHONE: ________________________ e-mail (best contact)_______________________________________
MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC.”, and attach list of attendees.
SHOPPING & CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Buffalo

# Tickets Required ________@ $ 89.00 = _______

PLATE No. of vehicles left in the Parking Lot ___________________
___________________
A cheque for each trip must accompany this registration
For more information please contact either: Pam Guy 416 245-5201 pamguy@rogers.com
OR: Irwin Kelly 905 822-3334 irwinkelly@rogers.com
Mail registration with cheque(s) PAYABLE TO “YEAR ROUND TRAVEL INC” to:
Pamela Guy, 16 Sun Row Drive, Toronto, ON. M9P 3H4
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Special Updates re Benefits

Fall 2018

A. Glasses and eye exams are eligible once every two consecutive calendar years
What this means: If you had bought glasses December 20, 2016, you might think that you would
wait till December 20, 2018. However, you may buy your new glasses January 1, 2018. Every 2
calendar years.
B. 2 new items covered by our plan –
*New shingles vaccine – Shingrix – is covered even if you have previously had Zostavax – you
can have both vaccines – that should be a discussion between you and your doctor
*New diabetic patch is covered
C. Wellness Program
Created by RTO and Sunlife
Wellness Program Objectives
A. To help RTO/ERO members gain a better understanding of their health risks through
3 elements:
Wellness website
Pre-recorded webinars
Lifestyle questionnaire
B. To support RTO/ERO and its members to take action by participating in health challenges to
improve their physical, mental and financial health
The Wellness Program is designed to walk you through your health and to help you be aware of the
impact of your habits and family history.

Anne McIlroy

We Need Your Brain
Lend us your brain! The Cognitive Aging Lab at York University’s
Glendon campus is looking for older adults 60+ years of age to
participate online and in-person studies. If interested, please visit
our website at https://www.glendon.yorku.ca/cyrlab/become-a-participant/
to participate.
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Voyage Halfway Around The World

It was my 17th holiday with Road Scholar. But my first cruise with them. I signed up about
a year in advance having read their ad in an email. Flew to Hong Kong where I met the
Holland American Ship - Amsterdam. Our 30 Road Scholars were booked to join the 1100 other
passengers. Bus tours were pre-arranged by Road Scholars in all our ports. We sailed to Viet
Nam, Singapore, Thailand, Sri Lanka and the Seychelles. On the sea days we listened to an
instructor informing us of our next stop. Halfway through each lecture I left to join a duplicate
bridge game the ship offered. We sailed through the Indian Ocean and down the east coast of
Africa. Every amenity the ship offered was open to us. As we sailed past Somalia, guards on
deck were on the lookout for pirates. Each evening there was a band and dancing. Hosts were
hired by the ship to dance with the single ladies. As most travellers come as couples for this two
month cruise, I always had a dance partner. Reunion,Mozambique and Capetown were next.
Then up the western coast of Africa to Namibia, Angola and crossing the equator. For the whole
two months the waters were calm enough for the ship to be very stable. Only one day the ocean
was rocky and I was unable to risk dancing. On to Gambia, Senegal and Cape Verde, across the
Atlantic Ocean to Puerto Rico where, seven months after Hurricane Maria, there were still places
with no water or electricity. At Fort Lauderdale the cruise ended and I flew back to Toronto.
A great holiday it was.

Submitted by Adele Pick
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At the AGM and June Luncheon many of District 22 Members were honoured
The 25 Year members, the Outstanding Community Service to Others Awards, the June Szeman
Award for OutstandingLeadership and the announcement of the Provincial Scholarship Award.
Certificates were presented at our June Luncheon to individuals who have been a member of RTO
for the past 25 years. This year we had 33 such recipients: Doris Brownlie, Joan Coates, Joan
Cummins, Terry Cunha, Wayne Dickson, Gary Dussiaume, Helen Hahn, Ruth Hayward, Marjorie
Henery, Richard Howe, Joan Jay, Mary Jursa, Mary Kotze, Josephine Larkin, Donalda Loucks,
Jackolyn MacDonald, Joyce Macintosh, Winifred McAfee, Elizabeth McArthur, Cameron McDonald,
Margaret McNaughton, Gladys Page, Ryder Payne, Claude Richardson, Judith Shiels, Lois Sibbald,
Richard Sneyd, Baldev Sood, Kenneth Taylor, Lorne Thomas, Margaret White, Sandra Wice and
John Wood. We were fortunate to have 12 of these members present to receive their certificates Doris Brownlie, Joan Cummins, Wayne Dickson, Helen Hahn, Ruth
Hayward, Richard Howe, Mary Jursa, Mary Kotze, Josephine Larkin, Elizabeth McArthur, Gladys
Page, Lois Sibbald and Baldev Sood. (Richard Howe will be honoured in 2019). These members
were our Guests at the June Luncheon.
Congratulations to you all! Some of these recipients sent us a Bios and are featured on
pages 17, 18 & 19. These bios will also be featured in the fall newsletter.

Also, we presented 3 Outstanding Community Service Awards to Marg Egerer, Saara Tatem, and
Joe Polito.
The winners of the June Szeman Award for Outstanding Leadership - Don Routley and Sheila Tait
were introduced at the AGM. (their nomination letters were written up in the Spring Newsletter).
Finally, there was announcement of the winner of the Provincial ScholarshipAward ($1,500.00) –
Margaret Celeste Kolasiewicz-Carter – grand-daughter of Kay Baxter.

Sharon Kular - Awards
Outstanding Community Service Awards Winners

Joe Polito
Volunteered for provincial and federal elections for the Liberal party
Kept books for MPP Yvan Baker’s Riding Etobicoke Centre – Chief Financial Officer, including
six audits over the four year election cycle for Elections Ontario.
For 35 years he has volunteered for municipal, provincial and federal elections - canvassing, putting
up signs and donating.
Has worked with an Atkinson Foundation Project. Its goal was to reduce unemployment and increase
work/life balance. As a teacher he was particularly interested in the youth unemployment focus of
the program. The project that members presented to provincial and federal finance committees.
He is active in Etobicoke Kiwanis – does the books for Kiwanis.
14
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Kiwanis is known for the music festival, but his Humber Kingsway Club supports many charitable
programs such as:
• Food banks
•
Homeless programs		
•
Breakfast and reading clubs
• Women’s shelters
•
Outreach groups like Stonegate •
Student scholarships
• A student leadership group called Key Clubs –high schools which have participated are
Martingrove CI, Father Redmond, ESA, Michael Power – aiming to engage youth in volunteerisim
• An Aboriginal scholarship group – Indspire •
Local hockey and baseball teams
• An Albanian Orphanage program
•
Charity of Order of Canada recipient Dr. Simone
• The charity of Murray Dryden (former president of Humber Kingsway club) Sleeping Children
Around the World
Organizes Kiwanis Music Festival volunteer.
Organizes and gets speakers for bi-monthly lunches at the Old Mill.
Marg Egerer
I started volunteering at Sick Kids in 2013. Lynn Farquharson was connected by a friend at her
fitness club to the then-President of the Women’s Auxiliary. I didn’t know if it would be something I
wanted to do, but I made the first phone call and they got back to me immediately.
I started in the Family Centre, helping out with sorting brochures and information for parents, doing
an inventory of books in the resource library and working on the computers. I met lovely young
women there (Sick Kids employees Dianna and Jen) so it was like being on a staff again, especially
nice with young people.
I also met a woman in the Family Centre who was in charge of the monthly book sale and I started
helping sort donated books and working once a month at the sale. I continue to work at the book
sale monthly.
Very shortly, I was approached to be Associate Treasurer of the WAV (our organization, now
rebranded with a cool new logo). I did this job and attended board meetings for 2 years. For the
last 2 years I have continued to process all donations to the WAV, depositing them and issuing
receipts, and also processing the yearly membership fees for all members. This part of the
Associate Treasurer’s job was time consuming and didn’t allow her enough time to learn the job of
Treasurer, so it’s now been set out as a separate (paperwork) job, called Assistant Treasurer, and
I do it! No board meetings to attend anymore, but I still work in the WAV offices.
Saara Tatem
My volunteer activities.....
Agricola Lutheran Church.....
1. Chair of congregational council
2. Vice-chair of Mutual Ministry... performance appraisals
of staff and hiring
3. Secretary of Agricola Lutheran Women’s Group which
organizes events and all refreshments for events
4. Liaison with “Yes I Can” nursery for autistic children... Their program runs in our church
Canadian Friends of Finland (CFF)
President
CFF is an organization devoted to the promotion of friendship, understanding and cooperation
between the peoples of Canada and Finland.
We do this through a variety of Finnish cultural programs such as films, symposiums, concerts,
lectures and other events.
Suomi Koti * ( Finnish -Canadian seniors residence and Nursing Home)
Director on Board of Governors
Volunteer with feeding of residents in Nursing Home
*Suomi Koti = Finnish Home
15
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Keeping Up With Technology

Understand How to Use your iPad & iPhone in Five
Easy Sessions
We are happy to announce that due to the success of
the last series of workshops, we are offering this course
again as a chance for more of our D22 members who
wish to become proficient and confident with their mobile
units. The Fall Workshops will include the new and hidden
features in iOS.11 as well as troubleshooting, internet and email security, Blue tooth, Airplane
mode Keyboard shortcuts, APPS and information on iCloud backup and many more topics.
(Please note that we will be working with iOS.11 in anticipation that participants will have
upgraded to the new operating system which is currently 1OS.11.2.6.)
Improving your skills will be easy as Pamela Tabak, our instructor, will work along with you on
your mobile units. She is constantly searching for and finding additional information to share so
the workshops will be fresh to participants who have attended before. Included at each session
will be a “take home” list of subjects covered. This will make revision easier and provide a
source for future reference.
The Essentials: the session held Friday, August 17 was ideal for those just getting started as well
as those needing a thorough review.
Other sessions will be held Friday, September 7 & Friday, September 14. The dates in October
will be posted on the website.
All sessions will be held 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at Tapestry at Village Gate West. 15 Summerland
Terrace. Toronto and will cost $10 per session. Please contact Sheila Tait at
smtait@sympatico.ca if you wish to attend and/or if you wish the instructions for updating to the
new operating system.

AGM and June Luncheon

Our AGM and June Luncheon were held on Tuesday,
June 5, 2018. The day turned out to be sunny and
cool but extremely windy. However, once inside
the atmosphere was warm, welcoming and calm.
Following refreshments, the membership settled
in to an interesting and informative meeting. After
the meeting, having looked after business, we
made our way to the ballroom for lunch. Everyone
enjoyed a delicious meal of roasted stuffed chicken,
maple seared Atlantic salmon or vegetable strudel.
While finishing up with dessert, tea and coffee we
were entertained by Terry Connolly. The meeting is definitely important and the luncheon and
entertainment are enjoyable, but I wonder whether it is the day itself or the catching up with
friends and colleagues that makes the day.
Be sure and mark next year’s date on your calendar – Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Alternately,
you don’t have to wait for next June. Look for the registration page for our Fall Luncheon on
Wednesday, November 21, 2018.
Judy Paton
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GLADYS PAGE
Like many RTO members Gladys enjoys extensive travel. She continues to attend many
symphonies, ballets, and theater. Gladys started her career at the elementary schools J.R. Wilcox,
Briar hill, C.E. Webster, and Rawlinson then at the end of her career she was at the board office
managing the special education department.
WAYNE DICKSON
Wayne began teaching K-8 in 1958 (on a letter of permission) at Cook’s Lumber Camp at SS
Livingstone 2 (near Algonquin Park). Moving to The Etobicoke Board of Education in 1960 Wayne
taught at Rexdale, George R. Gault, Wellesworth, Green Meadows and Islington. He was Principal
at Mill Valley and Parkfield. Some experiences which stand out for Wayne while with The Etobicoke
Board - Special Education teaching Diagnostics and remedial Reading at elementary and secondary
levels; - On loan to Lakeshore Teachers’ College as a teacher and Department Head.; - On loan
to the Department of National Defense in Germany teaching Phys Ed. K-3: In retirement Wayne
was invited to teach at The University of Toronto Faculty of Education. Wayne’s most memorable
teaching experience was in Cook’s Camp, being newly married and with no formal teacher training.
This experience stands out as both challenging and rewarding and was a foundation for marriage
and teaching. Nancy and Wayne celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in August. Wayne stays
active in swimming, hiking, biking and landscape painting. He enjoys all kinds of music, travelling,
church membership and enjoying family including their three “kids” and seven grandkids!
DORIS BROWNLIE
Doris grew up in the outback of Australia where she milked cows, fed pigs and picked cotton while
attending a one-teacher school. She left home at 11 to attend a boarding high school, then one year
of teacher training. At the age of 17 she taught for the Government in a small outback town where
she had to light the stove every winter day in the classroom, then at a mission station where she was
in charge of 112 aborigines. There she saw the children form a circle around a snake while throwing
sticks and stones at it. The circle moved as the snake moved until the snake was killed. She did not
know, at that time, that she was teaching a future lawyer who is still a well-known advocate for the
aborigines. After 5 years she travelled with a friend overland from Sri Lanka to England where she
taught at an infant school, waitressed, picked blackberries and counted daffodil bulbs before moving
to Zurich where she was the downstairs maid in the home of a Swiss banker. On the death of her
father she returned to Australia and the teaching profession when she met and married an American
who brought her to Canada in 1968 to meet his family who lived in Erie, Pennsylvania. John and she
decided to remain teaching in Etobicoke from which they retired in 1993. Before their retirement and
since, they have grown, shown, hybridized and sold African violets while making friends who have
the same hobby from many countries in the world.
RICHARD HOWE
Richard taught History, Geography, Physical Education and Business Math for the Etobicoke Board
of Education at Alderwood, New Toronto and the Lakeshore Collegiates – Grades 9-13. He was VicePrincipal at Thistletown and West Humber Collegiates and Principal at Central Etobicoken He loved
coaching – coached 56 school teams (Basketball, Football, Wrestling, Softball, and Lacrosse). Dick
introduced 3 sports to the Etobicoke School System (Wrestling, Lacrosse, and Softball). At the same
time he took students on 9 trips to Europe, tutored 29 students in Squash and won high school
sports championships in the above sports. Dick also served as President of the Etobicoke Principals
Association for 2 years. In retirement Dick and Betty went on cruises around South America, Europe,
Suez Canal, Mediterranean, Panama Canal, visited Australia, New Zealand, Africa, China and Japan
and crossed all of Canada and the United States. The rest of the time he spent summers at his
cottage in Georgian Bay (near Meaford).
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HELEN HAHN

Helen taught English at Alderwood Collegiate and Etobicoke Collegiate for the Etobicoke Board
of Education. Her most memorable experience is a story that she delighted in re-telling to friends
and family many times. Helen began teaching with the Etobicoke Board as a supply teacher. She
received a permanent placement partway through the school year, replacing a teacher that went
off on stress leave. The whole remainder of that year was a struggle of wills between Helen and
her students. However, Helen was determined to carry on with the class from “hell” to the end of
the year. She told herself that she didn’t survive ten years as a missionary in India, to have some
Canadian school children break her spirit. At the end of that fateful year, her students presented her
with a certificate that read, “To the teacher who tried the hardest, from the class that tried the least.
We are sorry, but we are grateful.”
After retiring, Helen worked in various jobs from supply teaching to babysitting, and also with a travel
agency. She held many volunteer positions with her church and other out-reach organizations. Helen
taught English as a Second Language (ESL) for many years and worked at a food bank. She joined
a “Scribblers Club” where she practiced and enhanced her writing skills. One of her projects was
to write a book from her life experiences. The book is called “From the Bay of Fundy to the Bay of
Bengal – The Story of My 10 Years in India.” One of Helen’s passions is travelling. Her retirement gift
to herself was a 3 week trip to Australia, New Zealand and Fiji, strategically timed for the fall when
her co-workers would have been heading back to the classroom after summer vacation. There were
many trips to follow. England was her favourite destination and she visited there a few times. Other
travels brought her to the Holy land, Palestine, Scandinavia, Switzerland, a cruise on the Danube,
Bermuda a couple of times, a Caribbean cruise, an Alaskan cruise, Spain, Portugal, Greece and
Turkey, as well as other destinations in Canada and the U.S., including Arizona, California, Hawaii,
Newfoundland, Labrador, the Maritimes (several times) and British Columbia, and of course Ontario.

These are some of our 25 year recipients
CLAUDE RICHARDSON
My teaching career started in Hamilton, first in an Elementary school, then a Middle school, then
moving on to a High School. I then taught in three Jr. High Schools in North York. The majority of my
teaching was done with the Etobicoke Board of Education from where I retired. In Etobicoke,
I taught at The Westway, Burnamthorpe, and Mimico High Schools as Head of the Art Department.
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The last five years of my career were at the Board Office as Co-ordinator of Visual Arts. I also taught
at York University while at the Board Office in the Arts Education Department. I had a variety of
added experiences in my career taking students to New York city, London England, and Switzerland.
I met many exceptional educators in Canada, U.S.A., and Europe in my years of teaching, and my
wife Shirley (50 years married June /2018) and I continued with our travelling experiences in our
retirement where we live on the beautiful shore of Georgian Bay. We are continually blessed with our
six grandchildren, great friendships, and good health. Golf, curling, bowling, reading, and gardening
are also enjoyed.
BALDEV SOOD
Baldev started his teaching career at the Government Medical College in Rohtak, India. His teaching
subjects were Chemistry and Pharmaceuticals. He came to Canada in 1967 and started teaching
Chemistry and Science at Weston Collegiate Institute in Toronto in 1969. He retired in June 1993.
Teaching young minds was always fun and he continues to enjoy running into his former students
throughout the city today. In retirement he has made trips to almost all continents including China,
India, Egypt, Europe, Southeast Asia, South America and Morroco. These days he enjoys hanging
around with his grandchildren whether they like it or not.
LOIS SIBBALD
I was raised in the country north of Brampton. From a family of five children, three of us became
teachers. My first three years, I taught in the country. My main interest was Physical Education.
Rev. Mills, our country minister, had connections with the York Board of Education and through
him, I managed to get a job in the city. My two main schools were Rockcliffe Senior School in York
and Bloordale in Etobicoke. I loved to travel and get credits that helped me with my teaching. With
McMaster University, I went to Rhodesia, Africa. Also, I went to Chelsea College of P.E. in Britain,
University in British Columbia, and University in Mexico City. All these courses gave me credits and
allowed me to blend what I learned into my teaching career.
JOAN JAY
Joan taught Day School at George Harvey, York Humber, Bishop Morocco and Thomas Merton
Secondary Schools. Because she loved teaching Shorthand Joan taught Night School at Central
Commerce, Northern Secondary and Weston Collegiates. While teaching and during retirement Joan
took trips through all of Eastern and Western Canada, Antigua, Austria/Europe, Barbados, Bermuda,
China, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Florida, Jamaica, Mexico, Venezuela and Hawaii. The day Joan
retired she moved to the Okanagan Valley. She and her husband came back to Toronto from British
Columbia 3 years ago.
Sharon Kular - Awards

Phone Volunteers Wanted

If you are looking for a way of getting involved in District 22, perhaps you would like to consider
being one of our volunteers who calls members to let them know about our annual general meeting
and luncheon in June. You will be sent a list of between 20-25 members in the spring (April/May).
There are no long distance calls and messages can be left if you don’t reach the member directly.
One of the executive members will call you in the winter to confirm your participation. It is one of
our ways of reaching out and connecting with members every year. If you are interested, please
contact Lynn Farquharson and provide your contact information.
905-891-9838 lfarquharson@primus.ca
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Coffee Club
Have A Java On Us….

Join us on the third Thursday of each month at the Hot Oven
in Cloverdale Mall from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for some refreshment
and socializing! All members are welcome! You will be given a
coupon toward the cost of your refreshments, when you sign in.

RTO DISTRICT 22
HAVE A JAVA ON US

If you are changing any information:
Address, phone contact or email address.
We can contact the provincial office for you to make the change as well as making the change locally.
RTO-ERO District 22 Webmaster
artwitham@gmail.com
416 242-3207
The Twenty-Second Report is published three times per year - in January, April/May,
August/September or as required.
Deadline for submissions is three weeks prior to the month of publication.
We reserve the right to edit and/or condense all contributions and submissions.
Please send your stories, jokes, anecdotes, columns, comments, criticism,
letters and pictures to: William McIlroy
( 416-702-1008
8 district22newsletter@gmail.com

Canadian Publication Mail Agreement
#40032154

Return Address:
District 22 RTO/ERO
c/o 1508 - 475 The West Mall
Etobicoke M9C 4Z3
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